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52 & Lok p, let no unſeaſonable fRtiffne/s of thoſe. 


that are in the right, no preverſe obſtinacy of 
thoſe that are in the wrong, hinder the cloſing of 
our woun is; but let che one inſtruct in Meekueſs, 
and be thou pleaſed to give the other, Repentance 
to the acknowledgment of the Truth, To this 
end, do thou, O Lord, molliſy all exaſperated 
minds ; take off all animojities and prejudices, 
contempt, and heart-burnings; and by uniting 
their Hearts, prepare for the reconciling their 
Opinions. And, that nothing may interrupt the 
clear ſight of thy Truth, Lord, let all private 
and ſecular deſigns de totally depoſited ; that 
Gain may no longer be the meaſure of our 
Godlineſs, but that the one great and common 
| Fo concernment of Truth and Peace, may be 
E unanimouſly and vigorouſly purſued. And do 
< thou ſo guide and proſper all pacifice Ex- 
DEAVOURS, that thole happy, primitive days, 
may at length revert, wherein VICE WAS 
THE GRLY MERESE,? + | 


Dr. Hammond. 
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AGE 9 line 8. dele for. p. 13, J. 16. read tho' 2. 
; p. 18. l. ar. r. i be. p. 17. I. 1. far db r. bis, 
P- 24. l. 26. r. one another. |. 31. r. ſet down. p. 25. 
col. 1. I. 5. after worſhipped, add ®, p. 27, col. 1. r. 
* affirm, d. not two but one Chriſt ; and add the follow- 
- Ing note, Neſorius, inaudiio ſcelere duos vult efſe filios Dei, 
uo Chriffos, &c. Vin. Lirinenſis; Auguſt. de herel. p. 28. 
1. 1. r. prigciple. p. 34. I. 1. d. ſome- p. 36. marg. I. 6. 
r. remardi, p. 38. 1. 13. for in x. is.  p. 40.1; 30% bn” 
of Gvd. p. 79.1. 1. r. in medio. J. 3. . oba. p- 9. 
marg. I. 10. r. affef. p. 92. marg. d. i. e. p. 94. marg. N 
J. 20., aiter Noetum, add Scct. 6. 1 
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SIR, 


N examining this creed, of which you 
ſeem to deſire my thoughts upon the preſent 
_ occaſion, 1 purpoſe to take a method 
ſomewhat different from what I find to 
have been hitherto the common one in diſcuſſing 
its contents. The common way has been, to 
oppoſe or defend it, in all its particular branches, 
according to the rules of diſputation, I am not 
ſkilled in diſputing, nor can I wade through the 
difficulties on either ſide; and ſhall therefore 
chuſe a method that is both ſhorter and plainer, 
and, to me at leaſt, more fatisfaftory, _ | 
This creed, I obſerve, places our final fal- 
vation, upon certain forms of expreſſion, and 
modes of believing. I have been uſed, taking 
the Scripture for my guide, to conſider this 
matter in another light, It doth not appear to 
me, that men's ſalvation depends upon niceties. 
Whether I am right or no in my opinion, you 
ſhall judge from what follows. | 5 
The ſacred Scriptures conſtantly reſt our ſal- 
vation upon great and plain articles, both of 
belief and practice; and never, that I can find, 
deſcend to ſuch intricate and minute particulars 
as are exhibited in this creed; much leſs inſiſt 
that no man can be ſaved, who does not fully 
enter into them, or does not expreſs his belief 


in ſuch a dark ambages of words, as is there ſet 
B 5 forth 


- 


(2) 


forth. The good God of heaven in revealing 


his will'to men by his Son, undoubted]y had a 
regard to the meaneſt and moſt illiterate of his 
human creatures : And therefore, what he pro- 
poſed for their belief and practice, in order to 


their ſalvation, muſt neceſſarily be plain, and 


ſuitable to their apprehenſion. Otherwiſe the 
oreat ends of his revelation muſt be loſt upon far 
the moſt numerous part of mankind, and millions 
muſt periſh, for want of learning and capacities : 
which, I profeſs ſeriouſly, I can no way believe. 
Dr. Waterland indeed fays, in his critical hiſtory 
of this creed, It is not pretended that All are 
capable of ſeeing through every nicety, or of 
perceiving the full intent and aim of every part 
of this form, and what it alludes to. But every 
part of this form, and every nicety therein, 
whether men can ſee through them or not, 
are in expreſs terms, by the form itſelf, made 
neceſſary to the ſalvation of Al. The Doctor, 
I perceive, is not of this mind. I incline, ſays 
he, to the moderate opinion of thoſe who think 


that the author does not lay the flreſs upon 


every little nicety of explication, but upon the“ 
main dofrine, &c. Be this as it may for the 


| preſent (for I will not now ſtand to debate it;) 


yet I muſt confeſs that after all that has been 


ſuggeſted by this learned Doctor and others, I 


am not ſatisfied that God has given any autho- 


rity to men, to tamper with what he has re- 
vealed, or to offer any litile nicety of explication, 
in points not by himſelf explained, tho* they 
ſhould afterwards ſay (which nevertheleſs the 
author of this creed has not done). that they 
do not lay any fireſs upon inch nicety, Why 
can they not leave things of this kind, as Gop 
hath left them? revealed in general, but not 

particularly 


„ 


particularly explained; and, in effect, by-them- 
ſelves confeſſed to be inexplicable a; for they 
acknowledge the doctrine, in ſome parts of it 
at leaſt, to be incomprebenſible. If incompre- 
henſible, how can it be explained? and how 
can the vulgar underſtand, what the moſt earned 
confeſs to be above even their own underſtand- 
ing ? Dr. Gregory wrote a treatiſe on purpoſe, 
as it ſhould ſeem, to caution men againſt this 
piece of preſumption. The title of it is, The 
Doctrine of the glorious Trinity not explained, 
but aſſerted. I will give you a ſhort paragraph 
out of that learned and modeſt writer, taking 
the liberty to apply it to the caſe in hand, 
ſince I think it is juſtly applicable both to the 
creed itſelf, and to all other niceiy of explication 
upon this great and aweful ſubject. I is too 
evident that theſe expiications have not yet attained 
any happy ſucceſs ; and it is io be feared that 
they never will. (Nay he ſays, and very truly, 
that they had done much harm; having not 
only expoſed this great Doctrine of the bleſſed Trinity 
to obioquies and contempt, but allo occaſioned hot 
B 2 diſputes, 


Indeed we have been often told by ſome of theſe 
Gentlemen, eſpecially during the ſtrong debate upon this 
ſubject ſome years ago, that they do not pretend to 
explain, as neither, ſay they, does the Athanaſian creed. 
But whoever looks into their writings, and accurately 
obſerves their conduct, will ſee that there is a de- 
gree of inconſiſtency in this profeſſion, which ſome 
will be apt to conſider as not much ſhort of that 
whereby the Fathers at Trent did ſo remarkably diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves in their 13th ſeſſion ; where having 
declared, in their firſt chapter, that the manner of 
Chriſt's preſence in the euchariſt is inexplicable, yet (fo 
ſoon did they forget themſelves, even at the ſame ſit- 
ting) they attempt in their fourth chapter, to explain 
the manner, | 


(4). 


. diſputes, open conteſts, and bitter animoſities, 


&c. But what I chiefly cite him for, is the 
following obſervation, which alone is a ſufficient 
reaſon againſt this pernicious practice of mak- 
ing too free with ſuch a ſubject, by nice ex- 
plications.) Theſe explications of this Doctrine, 
were they never ſo convincing and ſatisfactory in 
themſelves, and to learned perſons ; yet illiterate 
men, who are the far greater part of mankind, 
and do moſt need the plaineſt inſtructions, can 
never receive any benefit from them: for theſe 
explications being full of nice diſtinctions, and 
dreſſed up in logical, metaphyſical and ſchelaſtick 
terms; unlearned men, who are perfect firangers 
zo ſuch hard notions, can never underſtand 
them b. And ſince Dr. Waterland himſelf con- 

| feſſes 


b Dr. Gregory obſerves farther, that ſome Divines 
by their explications, have unawares involved themſelves 
in difficulties, For endeavouring, as he ſays, to diſcover 
the manner how the three glorious Perſons in the Trinity 
tho they are but One God, do yet fland really dif- 
tinguiſhed from one another, they have, inſtead of main- 


taining the Trinity in Unity, opened a gap for Trithe- 


iſm, the unhappy brood of John Philoponus. The fact, 
J ſuppoſe, is well known, and we ought with this 
worthy man to lament it, and all other facts that are 
like it. You ſce how we are %½, when we go be- 
yond the Scriptures. And the ill effects of our explica- 
tions, reach a great deal farther than we are aware, 
Even the Gentile world take notice, and make their 
advantage of them; as we may ſee by this ſmart re- 
turn of the Malabarian polytheiſts to the Daniſb mil- 
ſionaries, in their conference with them upon the 
ſubject of the Trinity. I find,” ſays one of them 
to the Dane (who had been explicating and unravelling, 
upon the foot of the common ſyſtems ; I find)“ that 
« you with your /ubt;! ways of arguing, can make 


« a Trmity comiſt with Unity: And if your explication is 


abſolutely 


E's) 


feſſes, that all are not capable of ſeeing through 
every nicely in this creed, may I not reaſon- 
ably aſk, Is it then neceſſary that all ſhould 
rehearſe it, and declare their approbation (as 
they virtually do by that rehearſal) of every 
ſuch nicety? Let this be conſidered at leiſure, 
and I may happen to touch upon it hereafter, 
if occaſion ſhall require, In the main while 
I proceed to what I principally deſigned in this 

Letter. | 
According to my apprehenſion, formed upon 
what I learn from- the Scriptures, taken in their 
moſt plain and general intent, the ſalvation of 
of men's ſouls, does not depend upon the 
doctrine 


6 abſolutely neceſſary to make others underſtand what 
«© you mean, pray, allow us the ſame advantage of 
5 explaining the doAtrine of our religion, and putting 
„ it in the moſt favourable light we can, for the ex- 
«© cluding of the abſurdities imputed to us. This being 
once granted, it will follow, that our plurality does 
< not deſtroy the Unity of God, any more than your 
% Trinity does.“ Confer. No. ii. The Malabarian makes 
ſeveral other obſervations, with great acuteneſs and per- 
tinence, which I do not chuſe to mention to you ina Letter, 
but may enlarge upon in converſation. It ſeems pretty 
plain to an impartial reader, that the Dane, building 
upon ſyſtems, laboured under difficulties which he 
could no ways get over; and that the Heathen gave a 
more conſiſtent account of his Polytherſm, than the 
Chriſtian did of his Trinity. Thus the Chriſtian cauſe 
ſuffers by the means of Hyſtema ical explications, and can 
never prevail univerſally, till the Scriptures are left free ; 
which are in effect as much lock'd up by ſyſtems, as 
they are by the prohibitions againſt reading them in 
common languages. By the one the liberty of the 
learned is chiefly infringed; by the other, that of the 
unlearned : A liberty equally deſigned by God for the 
benefit of both, and for the advancement of his true 
religion. 
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doFrine of the Trinity, as particularized by 
ſome creeds, but upon the one great point of 
embracing the Goſpel, and living conformably ts 
ius rules, This alone appears to me, to be 
neceſſary to ſalvation ; and I believe it to be all 
that God intended. The word of God no 
where tells me, you muſt believe an Unity in 
Trinity, and a Trinity in Unity, and all after a 
particular mode and manner of explication 
(as ſhall be expreſſed and ſet forth in ſome 
future creeds) or you cannot be ſaved. But 
what ſaith it? BELIEVIE on the LoRD JEsus 
Cukisr and thou ſhalt be ſaved *. RerenT 
ye, and believe theGospeL . Except ye Repent, 
ye ſhall all PRRISH . Without Hol Ix ESS no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord **, And, to add no more 
declarations of this kind here, Chriſt is become 
the author of eternal SALVATION 79 all that 
OgEY bim r. Theſe few declarations, in my 
humble opinion, contain the ſum and ſubſtance 
of the Goſpel; and being interpreted according 
to a reaſonable latitude, do ſufficientiy ſer forth 
the whole end and deſign of it: which comes in 
ſhort to this: Jeſus Chri!t, the bleſſed Son of 
God, came into the world to ſave finners. This 
he does by calling them to repentance and amend- 
ment of life; aſſuring them of pardon from 
God his Father, on ſuch their return, and' 
their hearty embracing the offers which he 
makes them; taking him for their Saviour, 
and the only Mediator between God and 
men : for whom Chriſt died, to make recon- 
ciliation between both, and to procure an eternal 
inheritance to all that are ſanctified, through 
faith in his Name.“ ---- This, I think, fully ex. 
ptefſes the general deſign of the Goſpel-re. 
velation, or the plain and comprehenſive mean- 
Ing 

Acts xvi. 31. +Mark 1. 15. 1 Luke xiii. 3, 5. 

ei. ff Hebr. V- 9 


27.) 

ing of that great Counſel of God for the ſal- 
vation of men, which St. Paul declared to the 
world, when he teſtified both to the Fews and alſo 
w the Greeks, Repentance toward God, and Faith 
toward our Lord Feſus Chrift *, exhorting men 
in all places where he preached, that hey 
fhould repent and turn to God, and do works 
meet for Repentance 4; which, in ſhort, was 
the ſubſtance of his preaching. In theſe two 
words Repentance and Faith, duly explained 
and inculcated, conſiſts the whole of our religion 

and we may ſafely reſt upon this grand founda- 
tion, which Gop himſelf hath laid: Other 
foundation than this, can no MAN lay, nor ought 
indeed to attempt. And it is, methinks, a caſe 
much to be lamented, that any ſet of men ſhould 
by their laboured expoſitions and , numberleſs 
refinements (ſo foreign to the deſign of the Goſpel, 
and ſo little productive of real good) obſcure 
and debaſe ſuch a glorious ſcheme ; turning the 
grace of God into a laſciviouſneſs of invention, and 
intruding into things which they have not ſeen, 
nor can pretend to underſtand, without preſum- 
ing to be wiſe above what is written. 


I deſcend now to ſome particulars in the creed 
uſelf, firſt premiſing, | 


A fhort prelude or introduction. 


In the infancy of Chriſtianity ſome men, we 
find, inſiſted much upon the abſolute neceſſiry of 
certain peculiarities (unknown to the Goſpel) in 
order to ſalvation z aſſerting, with great conf- 


Ads xx. 21. 
7 Chap. xxvi. 20. 
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(68) 
dence, that none could be ſaved, who would 
not conform to thoſe their favourite injunctions. 


Thus, 


Acts xv. i. Certain Hear on the other 
men that came down hand, the words of Truth 
from Fudea, taught the and Soberneſs. 
brethren and ſaid, Ex- I Paul ſay unto you, 
CEPT YE BE CIRCUM- thatiFyebecircumciſed, 
CISED after the manner Chriſt ſhall profit you 
of Moſes, ye canxoT nothing, [his religion 
BE SAVED. will be of no avail to 

- you. } Gal. v. 2. 


Circumciſion is nothing, and Uncircumciſion is 
nothing, but the KEEPING OF THE COMMAND- 
menTs or Gob. 1 Cor. vii. 19. 

In Chriſt Jeſus neither Circumciſion 15 
any thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but a New 
CREATURE, but Fal TH WHICH WORK- 
ETH BY Love. Gal. vi. 15. v. 6. 

Before we go farther, let us reflect a little 
on theſe paſſages, and in ſo doing it will be 
natural to obſerve, (1.) That the being ex- 
tremely poſitive for the damnation of men, who 
differ from us in regard to particular modes 
either of belief or practice, is no ne thing. It 
ſeems to be of Fewi/h original. Nor ſhould I 
have been ſorry if it had ended, as it begun, 


with the Fews c. But Chriſtians alſo, from very 
early 


c The Jetos.] Who ſtill continue in this malignity, 
and rather cheriſh than check the peccant humour; as 
appears even in their Prayers, thoſe ſolemn ones 
which they call SHemoneh Eſbreh; in the 19th of which, 
Buxtorf tells us (and as may be alſo ſeen in Dean 


Prideaux*s connection) they call for everlafling defiruc- 
tion 


(9) 


early times, have run into the ſame fatal un- 
charitableneſs, to the reproach of a Religion of 
the greateſt goodneſs and benevolence. And 
what is ſomewhat remarkable, thoſe are generally 
found to be the moſt poſitive for the deſtruction of 
their fellow-creatures, who have leaſt conſidered 
the benevolent counſel] of God, in the goſpel- 
ſcheme, for for their /alvation. (2.) That the 
Apoſtle, who had his commiſſion and inſtruction 
immediately from heaven * ſetting himſelf in 
direct oppoſition to theſe unjuſt and unchari- 
table ſentiments, places the great deſign of the 
Goſpel, upon its right footing, and ſhews that 
the ſalvation of ſinners, does not depend upon 
things of leſſer moment (ſuch as ceremonials 
and the like) but upon the grand points of 
believing in Chriſt, and obeying bis Laus Of 
believing in Him as the promited Maſiah, and 
« Saviour of Mankind; and of obeying his laws, by 
becoming new men, reformed in diſpoſition and 
practice according to the ſpirit and precepts 
of the Goſpel, and particularly according to 
that Faith which worketh by Love. Theſe are 
the great things that are mainly -infiſted upon 
and theſe alone, as we are aſſured by perſons 
who ſhould beſt know, will be accepted by 
God, e 


tion upon hereticks, and ſuch as apoſtatize from the true 
religion, meaning their own. Lexic. Talm. in voce Min. 
Chriſtians indeed are not ſo unrighteous in their prayers, 
but it is ſcarce more righteous to anathematiſe even in 

creed. | 
* Gal. i. 12, 1. Cor. xv. 3. Eph. iii. 3. 
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Let us now go on, as we propoſed, to the 
Creed. x 


1 Whoſoever will ABOVE ALL THINGS 
be ſaved, BEFORE ALL have fervent CHAR1TY 
THINGS it 1s neceflary among yourſelves, 2 
that he hold the Ca- Pet. iv. 8. 
tholick Faith,” d | 


Azovx ALL theſe TH1NGs put on CHARITY, 
which is the bond of perfectneſs; Col. iii. 14. 
Faith, Hope, Charity : The GREATEST 
of theſe is CHARITVY, 1 Cor. xii. 13. The 
EnD of the Commandment is CnarrTy, 
Sim L454. 

You will obſerve here by the way the great 
ſtreſs laid upon Charity (or the ſincere Love of 
God and Men) as being of the utmoſt impor- 
tance in the Chriſtian Inſtitution, and compri- 
Zing in ſome ſort the whole of its deſign. And 
it may deſerve your more eſpecial notice, that 
this admirable virtue is repreſented as ſuperior 
to Faith, even to Catholick Faith, which can 
bear no compariſon with Catholick Charity, the 
diſtinguiſhing characteriſtick, as it is one of the 
moſt amiable excellencies, of the religion of 


"Chrift: 


a That ir if I take the meaning right, that he hold 
4 Athanaſian Creed, and that in all its articles; for this 
ſeems to be the plain deſign of the words, notwithſtand - 
ing the moderate Opinion mentioned by Dr. Waterland 
and others, which is juſtly ſuppoſed to be a modern in- 
vention, in order to defend in ſome fort what was found 
to be otherwiſe indefenſible. For it may be ſhewn, 
upon occaſion, that the ancients maintained 4 the 
particulars contained in this creed, and inſiſted upon 
their being all of the eſſence of faith, and conſequently 
neceſſ. ry to ſalvation. 


( 12 C 
Chriſt. No other pretenſions of any kind, 


without this, are of any 


value. Even Faith, 


even the higheſt and the ſtrongeſt Faith, without 


it, is of no account. 


tat I could remove. Mountains, 


Though I have all F aith, / 


and have no 


Charity, I am nothing, 1 Cor, xili. 2. 


But it will here per- 
haps be ſaid (as it hath 
ſometimes been) that 
Before all things, ſigni- 
fies Firſt of all (The 
firs thing neceſſary to 
falvation, is to Hold ihe 
catholick faith. )-- Be it 
ſo: Hear what the 
Scripture ſaith on the 
other ſide. 


The Fear of the 
Lord is the BEGIN. 
NING of Wiſdom : a 
good Underſtanding 
have all they that Do 
his Commandments; Pſal. 
cxi. 10. Prov. ix. 10. 

Thou ſhalt Love the 
LOoRD thy Gop 
with all thy hearr, 
and with all thy ſoul, 


and with all thy mind. 
This is the FigzsT and GREAT Command- 
ment. And the ſecond 1s hike unto it; Thou 


ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf. On theſe 


two Commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets; Matth. xxii. 37, — 40. 

Seek ye FIRST the Kingdom of God, and his 
Righteouſneſs. [Now] the Kingdom of God is 
—Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and: Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt. He that in Theſe Things 3 Chriſt, 
is acceptable to Cod. 
Matth vi, 33. Rom. xiv. 17, 18. 


So that according to theſe declarations, the fai;h 


catholick (eſpecially as it is dreſſed up, and very 
particularly inſiſted upon in the crecd before us) 


does not ſeem to be the fr thing neceſſary to 


ſalvation. If indeed by catholick faith were meant 


the Goſpel or the Chriſt:an Religion (which is 


the only 1 in which the words can be approved, 
C2 agieeably 


ons mms 


e 
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and epproved of Men, 
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agreeably to ſcripture) I ſhould readily ac- 
quieſce, and make no objection. But it is plain 
that 7bis is not the meaning of them here. 


2. Which faith Charity HoPETH all 
except every one dokeep things. 1 Cor. xiil, 
whole and undefiled, „ 
without doubt he ſhall My Sheep (or faith- 
periſh everlaſtingly. ”* ful ſervants (Hear my 
But, | Voice, and they Follow 

Me, and I give unto 

them Eternal Life and 
(3% ui enoxovrear eis TW diova) they ſhall noT 
(Hall in no wiſe) periſh everlaſtingly; John x. 
27. 28. | | 


This is Life Eternal, that they might know 
thee the only True God, and Jeſus Chrift whom 
thou haſt ſent, John, xvii. 3. 
What ſhall I do to inherit Eternal Life? — 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy 
ſtrength, and with all thy mind; and thy neigh- 
bour as thyſelf. This do, and thou ſhalt Live; 
Luke x. 25, &c. N 

If thou wilt enter into Life, keep the Com- 
manaments ;, Matth. xix. 17. 7 198 

Now what do theſe declarations principally 
inſiſt upon? Catholick Faith ? a Trinity in Unity 
and Unity in Trinity, according to all the various 
diverſifications in the Athanaſian creed? No: 
be pleaſed to read them once again, -weighing 
them carefully in your mind, and conſidering 
them impartially, together with their contexts. 
The ſtreſs is chiefly laid, upon obeying the will 
of Cod, as delivered by his Prophets and Meſſen- 


Sers 
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gers both under the old and new Diſpenſation, 
and particularly by our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt ; who is the author of eternal ſalvation 
to all that obey him. | 

To theſe declarations, I think it proper to 
ſabjoin the following; which not only corro- 
borate the former (were theſe indeed .capable 
of any corroboration, being all of them 
the words of Chriſt himſelf, our higheſt 
authority) but expreſs the ſubfance of true re- 
ligion in few and plain words, and that in ſo 
benevolent as well as comprehenſive a manner, 
as ought to check in us at once every degree 
of uncharitableneſs, and every inclination to paſs 
a harſh cenſurs upon any of our fellow 
creatures, being pious and honeſt men, tho? 
follow not with us, and have not the happi- 
neſs of being members of the ſame fold, and 
partakers in ſome privileges, which we may, 
enjoy above them. : 

God hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is good : 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do Fuftly, and to love Mercy, and to walk Humbly 
with thy God? Micah vi. 8. ET 

F/hat doth the Lord thy God require of thee, 
but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his 
ways; and to love him, and to ſerve the Lord 
thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy 
ſoul ? Deut. x. 12. 

Fear God and keep his commandments : for 
This is the whole Duty of Man; Eccleſ. xii. 13. 

The grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, 
hath appeared to all men, [or, as our margin 
renders it, The Grace of God, meaning his Goſpel, ' 
that bringetk ſalvation to all Men, hath appeared] 
teaching us, that denying Ungod/ineſs and worldly 
Luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, Righteoufly, and 
Godly in this preſent World; looking for that 

1 8 bleſſed 
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bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
reat God, and our ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 
Iniquiiy, and purify to himſelf a peculiar people 
zealous of good works. Thele-things ſpeak and 
exhort. Theſe things are good and profitable 
unto Men. But fooliſh queſtions, contentions, 
Sc. are unprofitable and vain, Tit. ii. 11. 15. 

Chap. iii. 8, 9. [ſee. 2 Tim. ii. 22, 23. Sc.] 

Loet us here, my Friend, look back for a 
moment, and confider. Is it not a bleſſing (and 
a moſt ineſtimable one) to be thus aſſured of theſe? 
great Truths by Revelation? If we had only 
creeds, eſpecially thoſe of later date, to inform 
and direct us; into what gol ions would they lead 
us, and in what uncertainties would they leave us, 
in regard to our ſalvation? But here, the terms 
of our ſalvation are fixed by almighty God, 
and are therefore (to cur comfort be it ſpoken) 
unalterable by MEN. They cannot reſcind, 
what He hath decreed. The natural concluſion 
iS; Cleave to what God hath ſpoken. You have 
his plain words before you: Believe, and Ive, 
acccrding to Them ; and you are ſafe. 

I muſt here take notice (ſince it occurs acci- 
cientally to my thoughts in paſſing} that great 
treſs hath been laid by ſome, upon thoſe words 
of our Lord, He that believeth not, ſhall be damn- 
ed,* as if they referred immediately to the doctrine 
of the Trinity, and were a zuſt foundation for 
condemning thoſe who do not aſſent to it as de- 
livered in the modern forms. | 

A few obſervations will clear this point to the 
ſatis faction of all unprejudiced minds. 

To come at the true ſenſe of this declaration, 
it will be proper to compare it with ſome others 
ef the like import; beginning with the Miniſtry 
of John the Baptiſt. f John 


Mark xvi. 16. 
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Jobn (we are told) baptized with the Bap- 
tiſm of Repentance ſand alſo preached that Bap- 
tiſm] for the Remiſſion of Sins, ſaying unto the 
people that they ſhould Believe on Him who ſhould 
come after him, that is, on Chriſt Feſus, Atts 
xix. 4, 5, Mar. 1. 4. (ſee Matth. in. 2.)- 
Chriſt entering upon his Office, began hrs 
exhortations with theſe words ; ; Repent © ye and 
believe the Goſpel, * And when he was about 
to leave the World, and aſcend unt his Father, 
he told his Apoſtles, That repentance aud re- 
miſſion of Sins were to be preached in his Name 
among all Nations + and at the ſame time gave 
them this commiſſion, Go ye into all the World, 
and preach the Goſpel to every creature; immedi- 
ately ſubjoining, He that believeth and is baptized 
ſhall be ſaved ; bus be that believeth not, fha!l be 
damned, Mar. xvi. 15, 16. 
The Apoſtle St. Peter opening this meſſage, 
ſoon after, to the Fews, who inquired of him 


what they muſt do be ſaved, ſaid, Repent and 


be Baptized every one of you, in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt for the remiſſion of fins. And they that gladly 
neceived his word, were baptized according- 
ly. And upon another occaſion, which ſoon 
followed, he exhorts them, Repent and be con- 
verted, that your fins may be blotied out. For 


God, :bav.ng raiſed up bis Son Feſus, ſent him 


to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you 
from his iniguities, Acts 1. 38, 41. and chap. lit. 
19. 06 

Thee few paſſages . duly attended to, 
will eaſily lead us into the true meaning of the 
difficult texts which we have under view; 5 ſo that 
we need not for the preſent look out for an 7 
others, tho* I may poſſibly find occaſion to add 
ſome few more by and by. 

Now 
* Mar. i. 15. f Lute xxiv. 47. 


\ 
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Now in the paſſages that have been produced, 
you obſerve, Sir, in the firſt place, what it was 
that Jobn Baptiſt preached ; Repentance- of ſins, 
and Faith in Chriſt the promiſed Meſſiah. And 
he adminiſtered Baptiſin to thoſe who gave due 
evidence of repentance, . confeſing their fins r, 
which undoubtedly meant confeſſing them with 
ſorrow, and with an intention to forfake them. 

You obſerve, next that Chriſt inſiſted upon 
the /ame things, - Fyi b and Repentance; inſtitut- 
ing, Baptiſm, upon the foot of the New Cove- 
nant, in confirmation of both, and intending 
it (as John's Baptiſm alſo was intended, and 
was expreſsly declared to be) for the remiſſion 
of fins. 

You will obſerve, thirdly, the purport of 
St. Peter's preaching, Repent and be converted: 
Repent —4 be baptized: For what end? For 
the remiſſion of fins, or, that your ſins may be 
blotted out. But where is Faith or believing ? 
You have it implied in theſe words, Be baptized 
in the Name of Jeſus Chrift. As alſo in the 
following, They that gladly received bis word. 
Receiving his word, namely the Goſpel that he 
preached, was believing i it: And then immedi- 
ately follows, that they who did ſo, were bap- 
tied. 

Now lay all theſe obſervations dy: you 
have then a clear and conſiſtent view of the whole, 
and each paſſage will illuſtrate and confirm the 
other ; all of them, thus united, importing thus 
much : That the great deſign of the Goſpel (and 
of Jobn's miniſtry as preparatory to it) as to 
call men to repentance and amendment of life : 
That thoſe who repented and believed, embrac- 
ing the meſſage of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, as 

coming 

+ Matth. iii. 6. 
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coming from God, were to be baptized into the 
name or into the profeſſion of his religion, as 

taught by Him and his Apoſtles : And, that 
upon their doing this, which ſuppoſes that their 
Faith and Repentance were fincere, they were 
to obtain remiſſion of their paſt ſins. | 
Here you will take notice, that Baptiſm was 
never intended, nor is therefore at any time. to 
be conſidered, as a mere external rite : it always 
implies Repentance and Faith, carrying both in 
the very idea of it, and. having a cloſe and in- 
ſeparable connexion with each; inſomuch that 
tho” you have them often joined, ſome two of 
them at Jeaſt, if not alſo the third, yet, not un- 
frequently, you may obſerve only one or two 
of them ſet down, and the other (whether. one 
or more) omitted. Sometimes, for inſtance, you 
find Baptiſm mentioned without Repentance, 
ſometimes Repentance without Baptiſm, and 
| ſometimes Faith without either; and at other 
times ſome one of the former ſingly, without either 
of the other two; which ſeems to me plainly to 
imply, that all the Sree are intended, when any 
one of them is expreſſed, the terms being in ſome 
ſort equivalent, or mutyally expreſſive of one 
another; I mean, any one of them, tho' ſingly 
expreſſed, invariably and neceſſarily implying 
bath the other. Thus, What mms I do to be 
ſaved? BEIIEVE on the Lord Feſus Chrift, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. REPENT and be con- 
VERTED. REepeNT and be BAPTIZED. He 
ihat  BELIEVETH and is BAPTIZED. BAPTISM 
doth now ſave us but then obſerve, that 
this Baptiſm is not merely be put. ing awry 
the filth of the fleſh, but intends chiefly /h- 
anſwer of, or ſtipulation for, a good Conſcience 
towards Ged: As doth alſo that other declara. 

tion, According to his mercy he ſaveth us by ih; 
Le, | Wer 2 ”g 
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woſhing — but it is the ne, of 10 Ct. 
tion, joined with the renewing of the Holy G50 
Which agrees exactly with Our Saviour's words 


Except a Man be born of Water, and of the 9991 


& c. You have the intent of Baptiſm detlared at 
once, and in the flrongeſt terms, in the "ſixth of 
Romans; where it is Bean to be, in effect, and 
in its ultimate intention, a dying 4% fin, in con- 


formity to Chriſt's death, and an engagement to 


walk in newneſs of Life. How ſha!l we that are 
dead to fin, live any longer therein ? For, know 
ye not, I bat ſo many of us as were ba 22557 into 

th? &c. 
You cannot avoid obſerving here, and indeed 
through the whole chapter, if you pleaſe to have 
recourſe to it, a Baptiſm to Kepentance and new 
Obedience, connected with Faith in a crucified 


Feſus Cbriſt, were baptized into bis 


„ 


Saviour. Which is the very thing intended, 


uniformly alike, whenever you meet with Baptiſm, 
cither expreſſed or implied, in any other paſſages. 

2 light, 
in which the ſcripturè conſtantly repreſents it, 
and wherein alone it teaches you to underſtand it, 
you cannot, I think, find it difficult, to come 


Now when you confider Baptiſm in z 


at the meaning of that declaration of our Lord, 


He that believeth and is baptized, &c. Join to- 


gether the words of his fr/t preaching, and of 
| tis /aft charge (RE PENT ye, and BELIIEVE the 


Goſpel He that BELIEVETH and ts BAPTIZED) 


and the ſenſe of the latter, in effect, and in its 


true intent, will be this: He that BELiEVETH 
ard REPENTETH, ' Nor do I doubt but Re- 


pentance, tho? not expreſſed, is directiy im- 


pled, in the ſubſequent words, He ibat 


PELIEVETA ot: As if he had ſaid; He 


that neither believeth nor repenteth, or rather, 
Le that will not believe and repent, viz. at the 
preaching of the Goſpel. When theſe two, Re- 

. x | Peniance 
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pentance and Faith, are ſecured, the 1 
mainly intended are gained: and Baptiſm then 
comes in, in courſe, both opportunely and appo- 
ſitely in confirmation of both; not as a real 
addition to either (as of a thing in its nature and 
deſign diſtinct) but as a ſcal and evidence vir- 
tually including them, and as. an open teſtimony 
to the world that we are now engaging to be 
Chriſt's diſciples, reſolving to continue in the 
profeſſion of his religion, "and to adorn it with 
à ſuitable practice, to the e eng of our days. — 
Thus you have the whole in one view, and the 
ſenſe eaſy and clear, agreeable to the analogy and 
deſign of the Goſpel, 

I think it proper here to add, for your further 
ſatisfaction, if * be yet needful, the follow- 
ing obſervations; which may tend to remove 
any remaining difficulties, as well as to confirm 
what, has been already offered. | 

Believing, in the paſſage before us, is evidently 
| believing the Goſpel. © Preach the Goſpel : He 
that believeth, Sc. The connexion is cloſe, 
and nothing intervenes. Sometimes, Believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt: The meaning the ſame: Believe 
in him as the Meſſiab: Believe the Goſpel as re- 
vealed by him. No grounds at all-here, no in- 
junction in the leaſt, for believing any thing 
further, This alone is ſufficient: We may 
ſafely acquieſce in this; and we ought undoubt- 
edly to acquieſce in it, if we would pay the re- 
gard that is due to the words of our Saviour and 
his Apoſties, or unleſs we can judge it reaſon- 
able to pay a greater regard to human Creeds, 
than to the divine Oracles. But [ purpole (if you 
give me leave) to clear this point farther in 
another Letter *, wherein I hope to make 
ir evident, beyond all doubt or contra— 
| D 2 . diction 


* See Letter ii. 
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diction, that the Chriſtian Faith. conſiſts in very 
few and plain articles, and theſe terminating at 
laſt in one ſingle propoſition, which comprehends 
the whole. es 5 | 

If you have any doubt about the word believing, - 
it may ſoon be removed. Believing, I find, upon 
comparing paſſages, is a complex term, importin 
a pracliraf belief. or an — Tabea lion, as wid 
as cordial: aſſent, to the Goſpel diſpenſation. Thus 
St. Paul interprets it. Lord, whoha/b BELIEVED our 
report? They have not all OBEYED the Goſpel, 
Rom. x. 16. And when he ſays, inthe next chapter, 
They have not belicved (inne our margin 
rightly enough renders it, They h not OBEYED, 
this being a juſt and perhaps the only true ſenſe of 
the word in this place; as it is alſo in another 
(viz. 1 Pet. iii. 20.) and is ſo rendered there by our 
tranſlators, To which you may add that ſhort 
contraſt in the ſame epiſtle, chapter ii. 7. Unto you 
who BELIEVE, be is precious; but unto them that 
are DISOBBDIENT, &c. And finally, you will re- 
member what was ſaid above, that when St. Peter 
preached to the Jews, exhorting them to repent 
and be baptized; thoſe who GLANLY RECEIVED bis 
word were bap'ized; where you have again the true 
ſenſe of believing, and that joined with baptiſm 
and repentance. 3 5 | 

But is not damned (you will ſay) a hard word, 
when men cannot believe? He that believeth 
not, ſhail be damned. If indeed this diſbelieving 
meant only an act of the underſtanding, or a 
ſimple determination of the judgment, in a caſe 
not ſufficiently clear, or where the evidence was 
in ſome parts defective; or if it had referred 
to ſome abſtruſe points of doctrine (ſuch as ſome 
of thoſe, for inſtance, in the Athanaſian Creed, 
or in any of the like human compoſitions, I 
ſhould readily acknowledge the juſtneſs of the 

= enquiry. 
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enquiry. But you - ſee that this is not the caſe, 
and that diſbelieving means quite another thing, 
and conſequently the damnation annexed to it, 
muſt be underſtood to be, a juſt recompence f 
reward inflicted upon the gainſayers, anſwerable 
to the great. heinouſneſs of the offence which 
they are guilty of. You will recollect the 
paſſages I have already offered ; to which you 
may add the following, which will give the 
true notion of dizheheving at once. Moſes 
truly faid unto the Fathers, a Prophet ſhall 
e the Lord your God raiſe up- unto you, like 
< unto Me: Him ſhall ye Bear in all things, 
© whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you. Every Soul 
* that will Not Hear that Prophet, ſhall be 
«© Deſtroyed.” They are words of St. Peter, 
Acts iii. 22, 23. where you ſce-what is aſſigned 
by him as the cauſe of deſtruction or damnation ; 
namely, rejecting the great Prophet of God, and 
his meſſage from Him; turning a deaf ear to 
his inſtructions and exhortations ; diſregarding, - 
neglecting and contemning them. To which 
thoſe words of our Lord are in a manner pa- 
rallel, ſhewing the nature of unbelief, and the 
real ground of condemnation, vi. He that 
% Rejefteth Me, and Receiveth Not My Words, 
c hath one that judgetb him: The Word (the 
«© Goſpel) that I have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall 
e judge (or condemn) him at the Laſt Day; 
Joh. xii. 48. where you obſerve that our Saviour 
expreſsly characterizes unbelief under the terms of 
rejecting him, and not receiving his meſſage: 
and the unbelief that he condemns, is abun- 
dantly illuſtrated by the perverſe behaviour 
of the Jews, as recorded in the New Teſta- 
ment; ſo that we need no other comment 
upon thoſe words of his, wherein he denounces 
£9ndemnation upon qunbelievers. For it is very 
evident, that the unbelieſ, upon which he paſles 
| } | | that 


1 
that condemnation, has always in its compoſition 
a perverſeneſs of the will, and a real 'depravity 
of mind; and that it is, in ſhort, ſuch a com- 
plication of malicious obſtinacy and irreclaimable 
impenitence, as is in itſelf utterly condemnable. 

I have dwelt the longer upon this difficult 
text (He that believeth not, ſhall be damned) in 
order to reſcue it from miſinterpretation on both 
ſides; the miſinterpretation, on the one hand, of 
thoſe who would load it with inconſiſtences, and 
fix upon it the odium of being too ſevere ; and, 
on the other hand, of ſuch narrow-minded per- 
ſons, as would confine the ſenſe of it to their 
particular Syſtems, and make it a foundation 
for the damnatory clauſes in the Athanaſian 
creed : which, you fee plainly, have no manner 
of connexion with this text; and, if not with 
this, then I do not know where you will find 
any other in the whole Bible that will counte- 
nance them. 8 85 

1 will now ſum up the ſenſe of the whole in 
a ſhort paraphraſe, formed upon the foregoing 
reafonings and obſervations. | 
He that cordially embraceth the Goſpel- re- 
vielation, and taketh upon him the profeſſon and 

obligation of it by Baptiſm, continuing to profeſs and 
practiſeit with ſincerity unto the end, the ſame ſhall 
be ſaved. On the other hand, he that disbelieveth, 
that is, rejedteth ſuch gracious offers, deſpiſing or 
neglefiling ſo great ſalvation, ſhall be condemned. 

From the whole of this account, which I have 
given you, the following obſervation will at once 
occur ; That the Condemnation intended by the 
Goſpel, is founded upon very different principles, 
from thoſe which we find ſet down in the Atha- 
naſian creed. In the one we have a ſet of Notions 


to be aſſented to; and without aſſenting to them, 
we. 
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we are damned; (I ſpeak only of thoſe, parts -of 
were which are truly diſputable, and have in all 
ages been diſputed : ) In the other we have great 
and Plain Truths ſet forth; to our view, which 
juſtly. command our, attention, and which are 
really in themſelves of, the utmoſti conſequence , 
to our Salvation. For "they require. us to ſub- 
mit to God, to cloſe, with his meſſage, and 
obey it. This is the main intent of the Whole: 
Repent ye, and believe the Goſpel; (or, Repent ye, 
and receive or embracg the Goſpel.) A practical 
Faith, or a faithful obedience, is the thing prin- 
cipally inſiſted upon; and that, not as ſingling 
out any particular parts either of belief or practice, 
much leſs as modified and refined by Men; but 
extending to the whole complex of the Goſpel, 
as revealed, and recommended, and enjoined by 
60D. 80 that the charity and philanthropy 
of the Goſpel, is much more extenſive, as it is 
far more amiable, than that of the Athanafan 
Creed; and we can with much greater readineſs 
and greater pleaſure, join in the Benevolence of 
the one, than we can in the ſeverity. of the other. 
The one is of GOD: And God is Love: The 
other is of Men; and Men are leſs merciful than 
GOD. But the Wrath of Men, after all, worketh ; 
not the Righteouſneſs of GOD. 
You will obſerve alſo, by the way, the 
meanneſs of the attempt, to bring down the great 
deſign of the Goſpel, to abet the narrow purpoſes 
of Creeds, The Goſpel is of a moſt benevolent 
nature; but ſome Creeds are only the badges of 
a party. They were drawn up on purpole to 
make a diſtin&ion (not to ſay a variance) between 
Chriſtians, where God intended none; as was 
particularly the Creed now in view, which has 
done much harm in the World, by abridging 
the 
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the liberty, contracting 


the excellency, of the Goſpel 
withſtanding its ſwelling! pretenfions of being 


the charity, and debaſing 


of Chriſt; nor- 


founded upon that very Goſpel; and how con- 
fidently ſoever its abettors may cry it up, as be- 
ing the great bulwarł ' of genuine Chriſtianity, 
Far otherwiſe, you may be very ſure. 
Let us now proceed. You will remember 
that paſſage which gave occaſion to this digreſſion 
was, which Faith, except every one do keep whole 


and undefiled, . without doubt, &c. 
dun next follow, 1 


3. The catholic 


Faith [which i is ſo to be 


kept whole and unde- 


filed} 18 THIS. 


I would beg leave to - 
obſerve, on the other 
ſide, that whatever may 


be the catbolick Faith, 
as modelled, and as 


commonly dign 
wich that title by Men 


and Fathers; yet (which 
is of far more impor- 


tance for us to know,) 


fatherleſs 


ek 
mandment, that 


The words 


Pu RE REL1G1oNn and 
UNDEFILED befgre G 
and the Father (of all) 
IS THIS: to viſit the 
'and widows 
in their affliftion, and 


to keep himſelf unſpot- 


ed from the world; 
Jam. 1. 2 

THIS is his com- 
we 
believe on the Name of 
his Son Feſus Chriſt, 
and love another, as he 
gave us command- 
ment; 1 John i Ill. 23. 


And this . to be abundantly ſufficient for 
all the purpoſes of religion and 8 as ſet 


own in the Goſpes. 


wn That we worſhip 
OnzGovin Trinity and 


To us there is * 
ONE Gord even the + 
TRINITY 


( 25) 


and TxINxITX in UN I- FaTHER ; and Ons 


TV. The Unity in Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; « 
Trinity and the Trinity Cor. vii. 6. F _ 
in Unity, is to be There is One God and 
worſhipped. One Mediator between 
. | God and Men, the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus; 1. TI. 
ii. 5. 

A very inquiſitive and impartial writer, who over 
and over acknowledges the Deity of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, - as being one with that of the Father, and allows 
alſo, or thinks at leaſt (for ſo he ſpeaks) that true God- 
head is aſcribed to the bleſſed Spirit of God in Scripture ; 


and further, that the reaſon of things ſufficiently autho- 


rizes and allows religious or divine worſhip to be paid to 
him; yet ſcruples not to own, that he cannot find we 
are expreſly required to worſhip him [i. e. the holy Spirit] 
in any text of the Bible: (U/eful and important Quęſtions, 
&c. p. 162, 163.) Now let the caſe be as it will, 
which I muſt leave to be conſidered by others, I can- 
not help recollecting what Dr. Felton ſays in his viiith 
ſermon at the Lady Mer's lectures, p. 429. viz. ** We 
[Proteffants] can admit of Ng ogy. that is not taught 
and required in the Scriptures.” I muſt here alſs add, 
what I cannot obſerve without concern, in regard to 
the former of theſe two writers, that the author of the 
Letter to Mr. Chandler, 1748. page 40. having his eye 
upon the very paſſage to which J have above referred, 
has done him manifeſt injuſtice ;. and, I am afraid, not 
without knowing it. For the ſenſe in the author is ſo 
extremely obvious, that he that reads may underſtand it. 
A good cauſe, like that of the letter - writer, did not, 
I think, ſtand in need of miſreprefentations ; an 

ſurely they do no ſervice to any cauſe. | 5 


That 


+ See Mr. Mede's very judicious obſeryations on 
this paſſage in his diſcourſe on 2 Peter ij. 1. and Mr. 
Leſley's Cale Rated, p. 117, — 123. 


— 
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That at ſor in] the name of Jeſus, every 
Rnee ſhould bow, of things in Heaven and things 
on Earth, and things under the Earth , and that 
every tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is 
Lon», To THE GLory or GOD THE FATHER; 
Pbil. ii, 10, 11. And let all the Angels of 
God worſi#p him; Heb. 1. 6. 


4. The Father is | 


Cod, the Son is God, 
and the Holy Ghoſt is 


Lord, the Son is Lord, 
and the 


Lord. | 


5 


* We are forbidden 
by the Scripture Re- 
ligion to ſay, There 
be three Gods or Three 


1 

Holy Cb 

Lon: One Gop and 

Fat ber of all; Eph. iv. 
45. 5, 6. bs 


One SpInIr: One 


The ſame Spratr, the 
fame Loxp, the fame 


+: Gor, who worketh all 


„ 


1 


. 44 


e The. Father is Gd; the Son- God, and the 
Holy Ghoſt God; yet the Father is En Jo 


Fhe One God. De: Wattrland's 2d 


« 


20 
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5. The Fether is 
none, neither 
created, nor begotten. 


f. Qu. ii. 


22. 1. What is the 


diftinftion here intend- 


ed between made and 


G eated ? 


O 2. Has any one ever imagined, that the 
Meter and Creator of all things, was himſelf 
made or created; or, that the God and Father of 
4, was begotten of any? By what name of 


hereſy 


(27)- 


hereſy was this heretical opinion (if ever it had 4 


being) diflinguiſhed ? or in what part of the 


world did it ever exiſt ? If it never had any ex- 
iſtence, why this notice taken, of what was never 
likely to enter into any man's head? 


6. „So there is One 
Father, not Three Fa- 
thers; One Son, not 
_ Three Sons; One Holy 

Ghoſt, not Three Holy 
Ghofts. Not Two but 
ONE Chil, wy 


7. The Holy 
Ghoſt is of the Father, 


Amazing! a Cbriſtian 
Creed: and a Creed 


againſt particular he- 
reſies. HY/hat hereſy 
was ever ſo monſtrous, 
as to affirim either of 
thele Negatives 2 


By this declaration,and 
the ſubſequent Anathe- 


and of the Son, pro- ma's, the whole Greek 
ceeding” [from both.] Church ſtands con- 

demned : which never- 
theleſs hath always with great juſtice appealed 
from both, to the words of . Chriſt, which are 
of greater authority, viz. When ibe Comforter 
is come, whom I will ſend unto you FROM THE 
FATHER, even the Spirit of Truth, who pRO- 
CEEDETH FROM THE FATHER, he ſoall teſtify 


of Me. Joh. xv. 26. 


8. None is A/ore «© The catholick 
or After [the] other.“ Doctors (as Mr. Nelſon 
aſſures us from Bp. Bull) 

have all taught, with one conſent, that the Son 
hath the divine Nature communicated trom the 
Father ; who conlequently “ is the Fountain, 
E 2 Ori- 


* Conſequenth, &c.] You ſee theſe declarations 
drawn from the Fathers, do plainly authorize us if it 
{can 


yy 4 


Original and Principal of the Divinity, which 
is in the Son.” Life of Bp. Bull, p. 315. 


« None is My Father (faith 
GzraTEtR or LESs Chriſt) is GREAT ER 
than another.“ | than I ; John. xiv. 28. 


Vid. chap. x. 29. 


„ The catholick writers, both before and af- 
ter the council of Mice, have unanimouſly de- 
a Po clared 


(can be ſuppoſed that the Fathers have any authority 
themſelves in things of this kind) to argue and draw con- 
ſequences from preceding propoſitions. Quære then, 
(but with all due reverence,) Does not the Father's 
communicating the divine nature to the Son, imply that 
the Father is pre-exiſtent in that nature to the Son ? 
Is not this alſo the meaning of the terms, begotten, God 
of Ged, &c. when applied to the Son? And arenot the 
Fountain, Original, and Principle, to be underſtood as 
being before that which proceeds from them; as every 
Cauſe (humanly ſpeaking) is prior to its effet ? — But 
ſuppoſe it be ſaid, that we have no certain ideas about 
theſe things, and conſequently cannot argue upon them 
with any certainty? Agreed. Letus then leave them, 
as the Scripture has left them, and all will be well. 
Yet here, by the way, it cannot eſcape obſervation, 
tow inconſiſtent thoſe perſons are with themſelves, who 
inſiſt upon this objection. The objection is indeed a 
very juſt one in itfelf, but comes (I think) with an ill 
grace, from thoſe who are here ſuppoſed to make it. 
You /ay, Sirs, that we have no ideas about ſuch matters; 
yet argue as if we had; unleſs indeed you mean, that 
6:hers have no ideas, and yu have: Which I cannot 
imagine to be your meaning. For ſurely you would 
not triſie on fo ſerious a ſubjeA. But is it not ſtrange 
to fay, that things are mcomprehen/ible, and yet reaſon 
upon them as if they might be comprehended? This 
co duct itfclf ſeems to me incomprebenſible; and one 
By.cery is increaſed by atother, 


(29) 
clared God the Father to be GREAT ER than th 
Son, even according to his Divinity; as being 
the Author and Origi val, &c. He who is begotten, 
is INTERIOR ® to him who begets.““ Mr. 
Nelſon's Life of Bp. Bull, p. 315, 334. 

As the Father is greater than the Son, ſo is 
the Son greater than the Holy Ghoſt; and this 
acording to the confeſſion (whether an extorted 
one or no) both of ancients and moderns. 

Si & Chriſto (ſays Novatian in particular, to 
name no others of the Ancients now) accepit Pa- 
racletus que nunciet, Major ergo jam Paracleto 
Chriftus eſt : quoniam nec Paracletus & Chriſte 
acciperet ſ here allo, in paſſing, you may obſerve 


re ſonings and inferences] niit Minor Corifto 


effet. Minor autem Chriſto Paracletus, &e. De 
Trinit. c. 24. 

e He that ſends (ſays alſo a modern authority 
of the greateſt note) is for that very reaſon 
[N. B] Greater than Him that is ſent : And 
therefore J have not ſcrupled to admit, that the 


Son is Greater than the Holy Ghoſt ? Dr. Vater- 


land's 2 De. - u © / 


10. „ CoxterRnatl Who ONLY hath 
together and coequal, IMM RTALIT Y, I Tim. 


The Majeſty coeternal.“ vi. 16. 
] 11. 


* The common diſtinction is, [nferior as to Filiation, 
but equal in Nature. The learned are better judges of 
this, than I can pretend to be; and therefore I leave 
it to them, contenting myſelf with what the Goſpel has 
revealed. The ſimplicity as well as authority, in the 
one, is far more ſatisfactory to me, than the refined 
ſubtleties, and magiſterial deciſions of the other. 


ks 
f 
i 
4 
: U 


( 
God of the 


TT. 
ſubſtance of the Father. 
Equal to the Father, 
as touching his Godbecd. 
One not by cenverfion 
of the Godhead into fleſh, 
but by 
Manhood into God. One 
altogether, not by con- 
fuſion of ſubſtance, bur 
by unity of perſon. '* 


12. 
that wil be Saved, 
muſt Tus think of 
the Trinity.“ 


taking of the 


c He therefore 


30) 

Tho? we ſhould ſup- 
pole theſe definitions 
and diſtinctions to be 
ever ſo juſt, yet there 
is one objection to them, 
which 1s neither light 
nor little; and that is, 
That the Scripture is 
/ tent about ſuch matters. 
Where the Scripture is 
ſilent, we can affirm 
nothing. Definitions 
and diſt inctions are here 
out of place. They are 
Additions of Men, to 


the revelations of Goa. 


Let us judge Tris 
rather, that no man 
put a ſtumbling- bloc K, 
or an occaſion to fall, 
in -his Brother's way. 


Him thatis wee in the faith, receive ye, but 
not to doubſſul diſtutations; Rom. xiv. 1. 


3. rs is 
ca: holick faith, which 
excepta man “ believe 
faithfully, he CANNOT 
BE SAVED.' 


the 


But what ſaith the 
S:ripture? The Word 
1s nigh thee, even inthy 
mouth, and in thy heart: 
TraT is the word 
of FaiTy which WE 


preach, thatif thou ſhalt conſe/s with thy mouth the 
LoRD Jzsvs, and {hair believe in thine heart, that 


God 


® 1. e. cory man, as before. 
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God hath raid him from the dead, thou Ha tr 
BE SAVED, For with the heart man Believeth 
unto righieouſneſs, and with the mouth corfeſfrer 
is inade unto: SALVATION ; Rom. x. 8, 9, 10. 

I declare unto you the Goſpel which I preach- 
ed unto you, which alfo you have received, and 
wherein ye ſtand, by which alſo'ye are SAVED 5 
For I delivered unto you F1RsT OF ALL --- how 
that Chriſt died for our ſins -- and that he was 
buried, and that he roſe again the third day accord- 
ing to the Scriptures. —So WE PREACHñE and se 
YE BELIEVED; 1 COR. xv. 1, 2, 3> 4» 
— 11. 

But there are ſome that trouble you, aud would 
pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt. But though We 
or (even) an Ax GEL from heaven, preach any 
OTHER GOSPEL unto you, than that which we 
bave preached unto you, let him be accurſed. Fot 
other foundation can no Man lay, than that 75 
laid; which is Jeſus Chriſt, lor, That Jeſus is 
the Chriſt.] Gal. 1. 7, 8.— 1 Cor. iii. 11. 

Upon this laſt declaration of the Arhanafian 
Creed, I would offer . remarks; the firſt ſug- 

geſted by another perſon, in ſome ſtrictures which 
has publiſhed upon this Creed; the other, 
what naturally occurs'to my own choughts, on 
confidering this declaration. 

1. By bekeving, in this place (ſays my AG) 
the Creed means, believing and profeſſing. ' 

(as was obſerved a little before) The right W bo 
that we belizve and conſeſs, &c. So itt a Man 
cannot be ved, unleſs he believes and N 
as this Creed directs him. But r. bar F a 

Man cannot believe it ? Are we obliged, under 
the penalty of the loſs of Salvation, to believe it, 
whether we can or no? Doth God require of 
any Man an impoſſible coniiticn, in order to . 
5 vation? 
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vation? 2. Vat if it be againſt a Man's con- 
ſcience to profeſs it? The Scripture ſaith, à bat- 
ſe.-er is not of Faith, is Sin. If therefore a Man 
profeſs againſt his conſcience, he /ins ; and if, not- 
withſtanding this, he muſt either profeſs or be 
damned, then God requires ſome men to fin, in 
order to their being ſaved: but this, we are ſure, 
cannot be true; and therefore the menace in 
this ſentence is without ground. {f the 
menace be, as this Aul bor infers, without ground, 
J would beg leave to ask, How can that menace 
be pronounced, ly thoſe who believe it to be 
groundleſs ? OE Ln 

2. As to what occurs to myſelf; The con- 
cluſion of the creed of Pope Pius, I had almoſt taid 
of Pope Impius (ſo aboundipg with heretical doc- 
trines of the groſſeſt kind) ſeems to have taken its 


rnfrom hence; tho?, at the ſametime, modeſt- 


y ſuperadding the word true, to thoſe numerous 

and manifeſt talſities. © This is the true cathelick 
faith, without which NO MAN CAN BE SAVED. 
What a condition (my dear Friend) ſhould we be 
in, if our falvation were to lie at the mercy of 
creed-makers! Let us fall into the band of God, 
and not of Man. And it may alſo well concern us 
to take heed, as we profeſs ourſelves Protefants, 
that that juſt tho? ſevere charge of our fr/t pro- 
teſtant Archbiſhop againſt the Papiſts, do not 
fall upon curſelves. You would bind the rude 
and fimple people, to believe, under peril of 
damnation, ſuch things as they are not able to un- 
derſtand ; making articles of their faith to ſnare 
them, rather than to ſave them. Anſ. to Gard. 
395. And the ſame excellent Prelate (to whom 
we are infinitely obliged for his good ſervices 
to our Reformation) hath ſhewn very clearly, 
what he judged to be true Religion, and. ſuffici- 
ent 


od 
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ent for eternal happineſs, by theſe words in the 
dedication of his celebrated Catechi/m'ro'K. Edtv. 
vi. publiſhed in 1348. Doutles in theſe thre 
intes [the commaundements of almyghtye 
God, thartycies of 'the Chriſtian faithe, and 
« the Lord's prayer] is ſhortlye and playnlye 
« inchided the neceſarye Knowledge, of the whole 
« ſumme of Chriftes reygion, and of 'all thynges 

% appertaynyng unto evertaſtyng Lyfe.” 
l have now examined this creed as far as I in- 
end at this time; and ſhall detain you but a little 
while longer, before I diſengage you from the 

II — a RA 
What I have to offer in the remaining part 
of this Letter, is as follo vs. 
In the firſt place, I hope there can be no juſt 
objection to the application that I have made of 

Scripture paſſages on this occaſion. For the 
fully anſwer the purpoſe for which 1 Have pro- 
duced them: which was, to ſhew upon what 
great points the Scripture lays: the maln ſtreſs, in 
contradiſtinction to thoſe nicer articles which this 
creed ſets forth as the teſts of orthodoxy, and 
the criterions of damnation. Of this at leaſt 
I can be very ſure; that theſe pallages are far 
more applicable to the deſign in hand, than 
many of thoſe which-we commonly fee alledged 
to ſupport ſome of the tenets in this creed ; ſuch 
as, for inſtance, He that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned, to countenance the damnatory ſentences. 
Unto the King eternal, immortal, invi/ible, &c. 
to prove the propoſition, The Father eternal, 
the Son eternal, and the Holy Ghoft eternal: Toxs 
there is but one God --- And one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
&c. to confirm the declaration, Who although 
he be God and Man, yet is not two, but one 
„ Chriſt*”: With many other citations of this ſort, 
=. ſome 


5 
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ſome which either have no reference to the points 
for which they are alledged, or at leaſt can never 
_ eſtabliſh thoſe peculiarities: of doctrine in ſome 
points, which ſeem ſo inconſiſtent with the grand 
deſign of the Scriptures; as well as with their 
cleareſt and moſt, repeated declarations. All 
which, you ſee, terminate in a few plain pro- 
poſitions relating to belief and practice, and give 
you at once a juſt notion of what God requires 
of you in order to ſalvation. vel! 
And for this reaſon I muſt, in the next place, 
_ earneſtly recommend to you a careful Study of 
| theſe ſacred pages: Which being duly attended 
to, and thoroughly conſidered, will enlighten your 
underſtanding, enlarge your knowledge, and 
ſettle your judgment, in regard to any religious 
notions founded upon human ſyſtems, or con- 
tenanced by human authorities. But, which is 
a further and very ſpecial recommendation of 
theſe divine writings, they will enlarge your 
_ charity, where ſyſtems and ſome creeds would 
contract it, They will teach you to conſider 
mankind as ſuch, and will in a particular man- 
ner caution you to be upon. your guard againſt 
| Paſſing a raſh judgment upon your fellow- 
chriſtians, and to forbear condemning - thoſe 
whom God doth not condemn z nor will by any 
means allow you to ſay, with the blind devotees 
of the Church of Rome, all beręſſes condemned, 
rijefteda, and curſed by the Church, I likewiſe re- 
Jett, condemn, and curſe, - For being well ac- 
quainted with the Scriptures, you will ſoon diſ- 
cern that the charge of hereſy is in moſt caſes as 
groundleſs as it is impotent; and that fo long as 
your fellow-chriftians, of whatever denomination, 
believe the Scriptures, and endeavour to believe 
them in their true ſenſe, they need not be at all 
uncaly 
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uneaſy under ſueh; a charge, but may juſtly ſay, 
upon the foundation of a good conſcience, and 
of a ſure truſt in God, After the way which you 
(dividers of Chriftian love, and / diſturbers of 
Chriftian peace) call hereſy, ſo worſhip We the God 
of our fathers, believing all | things that 'are 
written, both in the Old Teſtament and in the 
New. And as to cung any man, or any 
of men, for their opinions, you will 
be taught better ' things by the Scripture, 
even to judge favourable in all caſes here 
you can, and to be more free to Bleſs than 
to curſe" Men, made after the fimilftide'of Ged. 
And if thoſe men ſhould'be (as for any thing you 
know they may be) very honeſt and good men; 
how can you" curſe, whom God hath not curſed; 
or devote to deſtruftion, - thoſe whom he may 
ſave? Tou will remember, there 15 One Lau- 
giver, who alone is able 10 ſave and 0 dtroy; 
and will-therefore judge nothing of this kind be- 
fore the time, until the Lord come. You will 
remember particularly our Saviour" s caution - 
(a caution of the greateſt moment to be attended 
to by every one of us ;) Fudge wot, ''that ye be 
not judged > Condemn not, and ye. foall not be con- 
demned. And pray, why ſhould you judge? Or up- 
on what authority can you condemn * bo art thou 
that judgeft another ® Yea, that judgeſt Another*s 
ſervant ? To his Own Maſter be ftlandeth or 
falletb. Therefore thou art inexcuſable, 10. "ew Ny 
whoſoever bon art that udn. ; 
Since the compiler of this creed has chought 
fit 90 paſs the ſentence. of eondemniation upon 
thoſe who cannot aſſent” to it, I muſt "fake the 
liberty to. remonſtrale a little upon His arbitrary A 
proceedings, and to call in queſtion: the au hority 
F 2 | +» {+6-PON, + 
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Upon which the 1 I can no 
way approve of ſo great freedom taken in acreed, 
nor help withing that, the author had underſtood 
Chriſtianity better than he appears to have done ; 
which if he had, he would... Jam perſuaded, have 
been leſs peremptory in his opinion, and more 
charitable in his ſentence, As to which, 1. may 
well ſay, with the modeſtand | judicious Bp. Tayler, 
<< It had not been amiſs, if the final Judgment 
&« had been left to Jrxsus Christ a: ” which now 
ſeems to be extorted out of his bands, and. lodged 


in the hands even of the moſt ignorant of the 


vulgar, all being enjoined to pronounce the 
anathema, thoꝰ they neither underſtand any thing 
of the matter, nor can give any other reaſon for 
their being ſo; ſevere upon others, beſides their 
bens ing commanded to act after, this manner. In 

ich caſe it is: evident, that their obedience is, 
like their faith, implicit; both depending upon 
human authority, more than upon divine: which 
yet is — by no means agreeable to, the 
principles of gur Reformation. 

Thoſe, words of the. very humane and, pious 
Prelate befare-mentioned, deſerve ſurely. to be a 
little more attended to, than they have commonly | 
been; for they are really of great concern, 1 
confeſs I cannot ſee that moderate ſentence and 
gentleneſs of \« harity, in the;preface and 24 ton 
of. that creed, (Which I, preſume. to add, is 
agreeable to the gentle ſpirix and benevolence 2 - 
the Bs AN ) Nothing * there. but Dawnation b 

4 \ Ia: heſ: Sect. ji. Ne. 6. | 

16 N e 981 1 is placed with 35 
all its horror before our eyes; and we are ſo tefrifjed at 


the 7 that Fear makes us imagine, we compre- 
hend Myfteries,” &c. Which words of Lord Orrery (in 


his Remark on dean Swift) arg but too applicable to :be 
prefeat caſe, 


and perifhing everlaſtingly, unleſs ihe article of 
jew” Trinity be beli 2 as it is there with curiofity 
and minuie particularities explained. As the 
acid 140 he, tho' I am. Lois 
perſuaded of the truth of them (as there can be no 
queſtion but he was) yet I DARE NOT SAY 
all that are not ſo, are irrevocably damned. By 
which laſt words it ſhould ſeem, that this good 
Man could not conſcientionſly pronounce thoſe 
ſentences of condemnation. Whether it was his 
cuſtom to, paſs, them ayer, in Alence, when: they, 
were read in publick, I have not head. 
If I. find that, What. I have written, in this 
Letter, ſhall, have given gpu any ſatis faction, or 
ready, upon the lealk intimation, to, progeed, 
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INCE you are ſo far from diſappreving 
of what -I ſent you lately, that you deſire 
and even preſs me to go on with the ſub- 


jet, urging ſome reaſons which I cannot 


but acknowledge have affected me not a little 


I have upon theſe intimations enlarged my deſign, 
and ſhall with the greater pleaſure endeavour to 


execute it, as I hope thereby not only to oblige 


You, but alſo in ſome meaſure to benefit O!hers. 
For, as you rightly obſerve, There can be no 


greater ſervice done to true Religlion, than to ſet 


it forth it its true light ; and, let me add, to re- 
move as much as poſſible all prejudices againſt it. 

In my former Letter I occaſionally mentioned 
my deſign to illuſtrate one great article of the 
Chriſtian Religion, which, as I take it, is of very 
high importance in the preſent cafe, and will, 
when rightly explained, remove all difficulties, 
wherein our minds may have been entangled by 
the Atbanaſian Creed, Iam now going to en- 
gage in that deſign. And ſince this Letter has 
a Cloſe connexion with ſome of the main parts 
of the former, you may conſider it as a kind of 
Supplement to what I have there offered, and 


did then promiſe to ſupport at farther Jeiſure, 
| St. 


10 _ 

St. Fobn tells us, towards the concluſion of 
his Goſpel, Theſe things are written, that ye may 
believe that JESUS IS THE CHRIST, THE 
SON OF GOD, and tbat believing ye might have 
LIFE. ibrough His name a Theſe words, you 
ſee, reſt our Salvation wholly upon our believing 
this one point, That Zeſus is the Chriſt, the Son 
„f God. Thoſe that believe this, in its true ſenſe, 
| ſhall have Life (everlaſting life undoubtedly is 
meant) thro” His Name. Now if we can but be 
ſo happy as to find out the true and full ſenſe 
of this declaration, we need inquire no further. 
All ſcruples vaniſh, and our buſineſs is at an 
end. No matter what any Creeds or any Com- 
mentators ſay in this caſe. To ibe Law and 10 
the Teſtimony: If any of them ſpeak not accord- 
ing to This Word, it is becauſe thers is no light in 
them b: Nor are they therefore to be depend- 
ed upon or regarded in fo great an affair as that 
of Salvation. For from the written Word there 
can be no appeal. By the ſentence which This 
delivers, we muſt abide; and by This alone 
muſt our fate be determined. 1 ne: 
One of our Commentators, a perſon of great 
integrity and piety, giving his ſenſe of theſe 
words, has the following note. The great point 
concerning Chriſt to be known and believed from 
the Scriptures, is this : That Feſus is the promiſed 
Meſſiah, the anointed of the Father, he in whom 
all the types and ſhadows of the Law are accom- 
pliſbed. All this is right, and gives us the true 
ſenſe of the words. And here our Commen- 

| tator 


1 John xx. 31. Some have ſuppoſed, upon very 
good reaſons, that St. John ended his Goſpel with theſe 
words. | | 
b {ai- VUl, 20, 
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tator might very well have ſtopped: For every 
doctrine and precept of the Goſpel, that is ne- 
ceſſarily connected with this (as all and every one 
of them moſt certainly are) would have followed 
in courſe; and every honeſt and ſenſible man that 
tearches the Scriptures with attention, would 
with eaſe "diſcern, and with readineſs acknow- 
ledge, the neceſſary connection. But this worthy 
perſon (having been bred up at firſt; as moſt 
men are, in human ſyſtems) not content with 
the true and plain ſenſe which he had given us 
of the words, proceeds to thoſe common ſuper- 
additions of abſtruſe and unſcriptural terms, 
which have paſſed ſo long for orthodox in the 
Chriſtian World. For thus he goes on: And 
that this Feſus is for Nature coeſſential, for Dignity 
coequal, and, for Duration coeternal with the 
- Father. Whether this be true or no, which doth 
not concern my preſent inquiry, I would beg 
leave to aſk, How doth the {ippofed truth of 
it appear from bis paſſage? An expoſitor, I 
think, has no more to do, than to give the ſenſe 
of the paſſage before him, as the deſign and 
connexion ſhall-require, illuſtrating and con- 
firming that ſenſe with parallel paſſages from 
other places; which is very allowable, and very 
commendable, where the parallels are juſt. But 
no expoſitor, ſurely, ſhould go further than this; 
teſt he be found in the end to add to the Word 
God (e) or at leaſt to ſay more than that Word 
will Warrant. Which is very often the caſe, 
where men are governed by ſyſtems, tho' the 
things alledged from them be no way to the 


rather lead us from it, and involve our ideas in 
©: TeV 2 e 5 4 a confufion 
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confuſion, This I take to be the caſe here; and 
I cannot but lament to find it ſo. For I have a 


great regard for the author, as one of the beſt of 
men. | 

Peace be to his aſhes, and proſperity to all the 
pious and more judicious parts of his work, L 
here leave him for a while, and proceed to give 
you the genuine ſenſe of the paſſage, by com- 
paring it with other paſſages that have the fame 
view and intent; yet not depending upon my 
own judgment only, but taking in the aſſiſtance 


of two excellent men, whoſe penetration and 


diſcernment I am ſure you will not diſpute, and 
whoſe integrity and love of truth is obvious. to 
all who are acquainted with their writings. 

The farſt is Mr. Locke, tho? he hath ſaid but 
little in compariſon upon this particular paſſage. 
His remark upon it however being a very juſt 
one, and pertinent to our preſent purpoſe, may 
ſerve as a ſhort introduction to what I intend to 
give you more at large from the other, 
What St. John (lays he) thought neceſſary 

and ſufficient to be belzeved, for the attainment 
of eternal life, he here tells us. And this, not 
in the firſt dawning of the Goſpel; when, per- 
haps, ſome will be apt to think, leſs was requir- 
ed to be believed, than after the doctrine of 
faith, and myſtery of, ſalvation, was more fully 
explained in the Epiſtles written by the Apoſtles, 
For it is to be remembered, that St. John ſays 
this, not as ſoon as Chriſt was aſcended : For 
theſe words, with the reſt of St. Yu’ Goſpel, 
were not written till many years not only after 
the other Goſpels, and St. L&2s hiſtory of the 
As ; but in all appearance after all the Epiſtles 

written by the other Apoſtles. So that above 
| G | three- 
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threcſcore years after our Saviour*s paſſion (for ſo 
long after it, both Epiphanius and St. Ferome 
aſſure us this Goſpel was written) St. John knew 
nothing elle required to be believed for the attain- 
ment of Life, but that Jeſus is ihe Maſſiab, the 

Son of God.” | 

© After this remark, he proceeds to obviate an 
objection, which he foreſaw would be made to it, 
from the quarter of what is commonly called 
ſyſtematical divinity, I believe you will not be 
diſpleaſed, nor think it an improper addition, if 
I here ſubjoin his reaſonings with the abettors of 
that (which I would take the liberty to call) occult 
ſcience. | 
To this, ſays he, *tis likely, it will be objected 
by ſome, that to believe only that Fe/us of Na- 
zareih is the Meſſiah, is but an Hiſtorical, and 
not a juſtifying or ſaving faith. To which I an- 
{wer, that J allow the makers of ſyſtems and their 
followers, to invent and uſe what diſtinctions 
they pleaſe; and to call things by what names 
they think fit, But I cannot allow to them, or 
to any man, an authority to make a Religion for 
Me, or to alter that which God hath revealed. 
And if they pleale to call the believing that which 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles preached and pro- 
poſed alone to be believed, an Hiſtoricol faith, 
they have their liberty. But they muſt have a 
care how they deny it to be a zujtifying or ſav- 
| | „ 


* Thoſe who have been curious to enquire into 
theſe matters, have reckoned up at leaſt twenty ſeveral 
opinions among the Proteſtants concerning 7u/t:fjing 
faith, I do not deſire to acquaint myſelf with thoſe 
differences: he that would know what ju/tification and 
1ſtifying faith are, ſhall ſooner come to underſtand the 
nature of them, by diligent reading of the Scrifture, than 


by 
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ing faith, when our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
have declared it ſo to be, and taught no other 
which man ſhould receive, and whereby they 
ſhould be made Believers unto eternal Life; 
unleſs they can ſo far make bold with our Saviour, 
tor the ſake of their beloved ſyſtems, as to ſay, 
that he forgot what he came into the world for; 
and that he and his Apoſtles did not inſtruct people 
right inthe way and myſteries of Salvation. For 
that his is the ſole doctrine preſſed and requir- 
ed to be believed in the whole tenor of our 
Saviour's and his Apoſtles preaching, we have 
ſhewed (be means in his Reaſonableneſs of 
Chriſtianity, from whence I take this paſſage) 
through the whole hiſtory of the Evangeliſts and 
the As, And I challenge them to ſhew that 
there was any other doctrine, upon their aſſent 
to which, or diſbelief of it, men were pro- 
nounced Believers, or Unbelievers; and accord- 
ingly received into the Church of Chriſt, as 
members of his body, as far as meer believing 
could make them ſo, or elſe kept out of it. 


This was the only Goſpel - article of faith 
* | which 


by reading over all the controverſial writings of Divines 
about them; and if men would but content themſelves 
with thoſe plain and fimple deſcriptions, which the 
| Scripture gives us of faith, there could not be any 
great difference about it: This would cut off moſt 
of thoſe diſputes which have been commenced upon 
metaphors, and figurative ſpeeches, - Lo bring the 
buſineſs out of the clouds; — Faith ſignifies the, 
whale of Chriſtian Religion, viz. ſuch an effectual 
aſſent to the revelation of the Goſpel, as doth produce 
repentance, and ſincere obedience, and a truſt and con- 
fidence in Chriſt alone for ſalvation.“ Archbp. Tillot- 
ſon's ſecond and third ſermons on this text, viz, John 


XX. 31. 
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which was preached to them. And if nothing 
elſe. was preached every where, the Apoſtle's argu- 
ment will hold againſt any other articles of faith 
to be believed under the Goſpel ; Rom. x. 14. 
How ſhall they believe that whereof they have not 
beard? For to preach any other doctrines 
neceſſary to be believed, we do not find that 
any body was ſent.“ EN 

You ſee his clear, eaſy and cogent manner of 
reaſoning with builders of ſyſtems, and their ob- 
ſequious followers: Who, becauſe he unſettled 
their old foundations, and led men to the Goſpel 
only for Goſpel-truths, could never forgive him, 
nor can to this day. For what becomes at this 
rate, of their ſyſtems? They are gone. But theſe 
muſt not be given up, on any terms; and there- 
fore the reſtorer of the firſt plain evangelical 
truth, tho? it be far more valuable as it is more 
ancient than fyſtems, muſt be oppoſed and vili- 
fied. But he was a good as well as a great man, 
and has done more towards illuſtrating the Epiſtles 
of St. Paal, and giving us the true ſenſe of them, 
than all our ſyſtem-mongers put together, with 
all the commentators too, not excepting even 
the Fathers. And ſuch was his deep ſenſe of the 
ineſtimable mercies of the Goſpel, that the night 
before he died (as J have it in a private Letter 
from a Friend) He heartily thank-d God, as for all 
bis goedneſs and mercies to him, fo above all for 
his redemption cf him hy Jeſus Chriſt. 

The other great man, whoſe illuſtrations 1 
ſhall here chiefly build upon, is the moſt learned 
and a curate Profeſſor Limberch (Mr. Lock#'s 
intimate Friend) who perhaps underſtood the 
Scriptures the beſt of any man of the laſt or pre- 
ſent age, having compared them in all their pirts 
with the createlt exaftneſs, and giving us a moſt 

rational 


(.45). 

rational and moſt amiable ſenſe of them (and 
what I am perſuaded is the true ſenſe) in his 
comments upon the Ads of the Apoſtles, and 
on the Epiſtles to the Romans and to the Hebrews 
* a volume, in my opinton, worth its weight 
in gold to lovers of the Chriftian Religion, and 
ſuch as would ſee it in its true light, as delivered 
in its firſt ſimplicity in thoſe ſacred books. For 
this Writer, in order to come at the ſenſe of 
them, does not ſeek for it from ſyſtems or pre- 
conceived opinions of any ſort (which would 
only have crampt his thoughts, and laid an 
embargo upon his judgment) but follows the 
divine Writers as they naturally lead him, ſtep 
by ſtep. into their true meaning; aiming at no 
more than what they themſelves teach him, nor 
delivering any other ſenſe but what he finds im- 
mediately contained in the paſſages hefore him: 
Which ſenſe he at the ſame time delivers with 
ſufficient freedom, and yet with all the candor 
ard decency that becomes a Chriſtian Divine: 
The juſt character, I think, of an honeſt 
and wiſe interpreter of Scripture. If we would all 
of us read the Scriptures more, andſyſtems leſs, and 
had the ability as well as honeſty of this Man to 
qualify us for tracing out their ſenſe, the Chriſtian 
Religion would appear amiable in our eyes; 
rational, clear, convincing; conſiſtent in its 
parts, and uſeful in its whole deſign ; a Religion 
in ſhort from God. If you have not yet read 
theſe incomparable pieces of Mr. Limborch, 
you have a pleaſure, let me tell you, ſtill to come, 
and I would adviſe you by ail means to read 
them. From theſe I intend to draw out, and 
connect 


a Printed at Roterdam, by aithority from the States 
of Holland, 1711. fol. 
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connect in the beſt manner I can, what I 
ſhall find to the preſent purpoſe, having my 
eye chiefly upon his comment on the Ats, and 
interſperſing where I ſhall ſee proper ſome few 
obſervations of my own, as well as adapting 
the whole to the familiar ſtyle of a Letter. 

Firſt, he obſerves in general, upon a particular 
occaſion given him to make this remark, That 
the Chriſtian Doctrine at the beginning, was 
not loaded with all thoſe controverſial opinions, 
with which the Councils of ſucceeding ages have 
rendered it ſo operoſe and intricare. This 
doctrine was then exceedingly ſimple, plain and 
perſpicuous, being contained in this ſhort and 
ſingle propoſition (which ſhall be more largely 
explained hereafter ) That Feſus, who was cruci- 
fied by the Jews, was the Chriſt, or Meſſiah. 

Let me here interpoſe for a moment. 
Would you have thought (if you had been con- 
verſant only in our received ſyſtems) that the 
aſſent to this ſingle propoſition, had been reckon- 
ed then ſufficient? Few of our moderns, ac- 
cuſtomed to a multiplicity of articles, and ſeem- 
ingly more tond of their nnmber than of their 
tolidity, would, I imagine, be content with this. 
They would raiſe cavils, and be at once in an 
heat. Yet the Apoſtles, as I hope to ſhew you 
by degrees, were content with this, and inſiſted 
upon no more from any that were willing to 
enliſt themſelves in the Chriftian profeſſion. 
With regard to their ſentiments and conduct, 
formed upon the inſtructions they had received 
from their divine Teacher and Lawgiver, who 
taught the ſame doctrine, take, in the firſt place, 
the caſe of the J»ylor. Sis, ſaid he to Paul 


and Silas, what muſt 1 do te be ſaved? They 
__anliwer, 
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anſwer, Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved, As to the Jaylor's queſtion 
to them, it plainly implies a readineſs to comply 
with whatever they ſhould direct him to do; and 
that readineſs preſuppoſes his being fully per- 
ſuaded of their divine miſſion. And with regard 
to the anſwer, tho' it be a very ſhort, yet is it 
at the ſame time a very comprehenſive one. For it 
contains every thing that is intended in the office 
of a Saviour, and every point of belief which the 
Goſpel any where requires as neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, tho? repreſented under different forms of 
expreſſion, in different places, and on different 
occaſions, The ſenſe of the words here in- 
deed, is only this: Believe that Feſus is the 
Chriſt, or the promiſed Maſſiab and Saviour. 
But then, ſuch a belief, 1 muſt obſerve, im- 
plies in it a belief alſo of his whole dorine, 
and of the confirmation given to it, both by his 
miracles,” and death, and reſurrection, and ex- 
altation to the right hand of his Father in heaven 
by all which his prieſthood and kingdom are 
no leſs confirmed. Now ſince theſe cannot be 
ſeparated, and ſince by admitting any one of 
them, you take all the reſt in courſe along with 
it, for this plain reaſon it is, that you have 
the object of ſaving faith propoſed to you by the 
Apoſtles, ſometimes under one idea or character, 
(or if you prefer the expreſſion, under one 
act of the divine will) and ſometimes under 
another. e. g. You are required to believe, 
That God hath raiſed Feſus from the dead, When 
you believe this, you cannot but believe alſo, 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt or Saviour, the Prophet 
and Meſſenger of God, whoſe meſſage God 


confirmed by ſuch a miracle. Again——T _— 
| Go 
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God bath exa'ted Him with his right band to be 
4 Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto 
Jrael, and forgiveneſs of fins: This likewiſe 
is of the the fame import, and leads you to the 
fame concluſion ; with many other like phraſes 
or declarations whereby the object of our faith 
is ſet forth in Scripture : All of which, when taken 
together, will be found to terminate in this one 
aſſertion, viz. That the ſame Jeſus who lived 
and taught in Judea, who was famed for his 
miracles, who was crucified, who roſe again the 
third day, and at laſt aſcended into heaven, 1s 
the Chriſt the Saviour of the world, Now this 
faith, in its complex view and intent, neceffarily 
includes in it Obedience to Chriſt's commands, 
and a {ure truſt of obtaining ſalvation through 
Him; fince it is upon the perſuaſion of his 
being the Cbriſt, that we undertake to obey 
him. For he who acknowledges his reſur- 
rection from the.dead, muſt at the ſame time 
acknowledge his veracity, and that God gave 
the ſtrongeſt teſtimony to his doctrine, by a 
miracle ſuperior to all exception. For which 
reaſon he receives his doctrine, profeſſes him- 
felf his difciple, and fubmits himſelf to his 
direction. When therefore the Apoſtles re- 
quire, that we ſhould believe on the Lord FJeſus, 
or believe that Feſus is the Chriſt, they there- 
by require, net only that we cordially aſſent 
to, and openly profeſs this great truth, but al- 
ſo that together with it we embrace the hole 
dactrine of Chriſt, profeſs ourſelves his followers, 
and perform all thoſe things which he requires at 
our hands, in order to our acceptance and ſalvation. 

From hence you ſee, by the way, how little 
groutd there is, either for the objection that has 


been commonly made to this great article, as if 
it 
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it were inſufficient (tho' it be the main poſtu- 
latum, the very cardinal point infiſted upon by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, for the admiſſion par- 
ticularly of the Jews ® into his ſervice ; ) or for 
the clamors that -have been raifed againſt Mr. 
Locke and ſeveral other excellent perſons, for 
aſſerting and confirming this article from Scrip- 
ture. The objection and the clamours ſeem to 
me to be founded only upon ſyſtematical pre- 
Judice ; a judice of all others perhaps the 
worſt; and ef which I. will venture to fay, 
that it not only too much reſembles the pre- 
judice of the Jews, but is one of the main ob- 
ſtacles to the * of Chriſtianity. 1 


* As to the Gentiles, the caſe was different, and 
gecordingly the application made to them, at the 
firft preaching of the Goſpel among them, was dif- 
ferent alſo. As they knew not the Old Teſtament, it 
was neyer mentioned to.them, but the arguments were 
drawn from other topicks, ſuitable to their rational 
nature only, and founded merely upon facts, of which 
they themſelves could judge according to the evidences 
_ given them. With regard to Chriſtians or Beljevers 
of revelation, whether more lately converted to the 
Faith, or born of Chriſtian parents, and by them taught 
that Faith (i. e. the doctrine and morals of Chriſtian- 
ity) theſe, being ſuppoſed to have the Bible in their 
hands, or at leaſt to hear it, and have .it explained to 
them, are in this reſpect upon the ſame footing with 
the Jews. To them the argument may jultly be 
fetched from Prophecy, as ** from other topicks. 

Ind this aceounts for the Apoſtles applying, as they 
ſometimes do on this head, to their Gentile converts :; 
eſpecially St. Paul in his Epiſtles, For he was chiefly 
and more immediately the Apaſtie F the Gentiles ; an 
Apoſtle firſt to convert them, and afterwards to exhort 
them to continue. in the Faith, 7 OEM | 


1 
I would offer another remark or two -before 
J paſs forward. Had the doctrine contained in 
this -great article been rightly underſtood in 
former times, eſpecially in the laſt century, and 
more particularly here in England; what a 
vaſt cloud of .learned duſt, raiſed by the con- 
troverſy, about Faith and Works, and what great 
diviſions and animoſities following thereupon, 
mzght eaſily have been prevented? For after 
all, when we come to ſee this matter in its true 
light, the controverſy appears to have no foun- 
dation in Scripture. Had the controvertiſts but 
entered into the right meaning of this one pro- 
poſition, Zeſus is the Cbriſt, all their labour, and 
all their loſs of temper towards each other in 
maintaining this quarrel of their own fancies, 
might have been ſaved. | 5 
And laſtly, Had the inſidious author of 
Cbriſtianiiy not founded upon argument, permitted 
Chriſtianity to ſtand upon its own bottom, he 
would have had nothing to object to it; but 
having dreſſed it up in that fantaſtic, garb where- 
in he found that ſome enthuſiaſts had exhibited 
it to the world (a proper memento, I ſhould 
think, to ſuch people) he endeavoured to expoſe 
it as a Religion void of Reaſon. All I ſhall 
ſay upon the occaſion is this; Let this Religion 
be ſuffered to remain upon that foundation, and 
that alone, in which Chriſt ſettled it, and his 
Apoſtles left it, and it can never be moved. 
Theſe few remarks only in paſſing. I will 
now return to my ſubject, and endeavour to 
illuſtrate and eonfirm this -point from another 
inflance z . adding ſome obſervations, for the 
honour” of the Chriſtian Religion, and for its 
further progreſs in the world, as it is delivered 
| 3 eee e, 
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to us with purity and ſimplici in the ſacred: 
writings. 

Let us attend therefore, next, to what paſſ. d 
between Philip and the Eunucb, Acts vill. 
This man (the Eunuch) after proper inſtruc- 
tion, as far as the time would admit, in the 
main points relating to the Meſſiah, was deſirous 
to be baptized. He thereupon aſks Philip, 
What doth hinder me (after this inſtruction, and 
my aſſent) to be baptized ? Philip anſwers, If 
thou believeſt with al thine heart, thou mayeſ. 
The Eunuch replied, I believe that Jeſus Cbriſt 
is the Son of God, or the promiſed Meſſiah. 
What follows upon this declaration? Philip 
bapliz:d him. * 

Now let us form our obſevations upon this 
paſſage. We have here, in few words, the ſum 
and ſuhſtance of the Chriſtian Religion delivered 
by the Ethiopian that had been inſtructed in it 
by St. Philip : I believe tbat Feſus is the Son of 
God. This declaration was ſufficient for baptiſm, 
or for admiſſion into the Chriſtian Church. And 
this alſo ſhews us, by the way, what it is to be 
baptized into the name of Chriſt ;, an expreſſion, 
which we meet with more than once in this 
book of the Hus, and which, fince ſome ex- 
poſitors have obſcured it with their fancies, 
may deſerve to be explained. To be baptized 
into the name of Chriſt, is to be baptized into 
the faith of him as of the Saviour that had been 
promiſed; whom the ancient prophecies ſtyled 
the Meſſiah or Chriſt. And this, let me here add, 
means the very ſame thing, as being baptized 
into the name of the Father,. of the Son, aud of the 
Holy Gbopt. For thus ſtands the caſe, in its due 
connexion, To be baptized into the name of 
theſe three, 1s to be engaged and conſecrated ta 
5 | H 2 their 


(52) 

their ſervice ;, or to oblige ourſelves to the obſer- 
vance of the doctrine and precepts delivered to 
us by the Son, in the name and by the order of the 
Father, and powerfully confirmed to us by the 
Holy Ghoſt. Thoſe therefore who profeſs 
their belief in Jeſus, and are baptized into 
his name (as this Eunuch certainly was; for he 
was baptized upon his declaring that he believed 
Him to be the Meſſiah; — thoſe who are thus 

| baptized) do, by their * tiſm, in effect declare, 

| that they devote themſelves to Chriſt and his 
| doctrine: To Chriſt as their Governor, and the 
| great Shepherd of their Souls : To his dorine 

| as taught by Him, in virtue of that commiſſion 
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which he had received from his Father, and 
which had been miraculouſly. confirmed by the 
Holy Spirit. So that Baptiſm, upon, the whole, 
includes in it the ſum — of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, as Circumciſion included in it the entire 
Jewiſh Diſpenſation “: And eonſequently, when 
the. Eunuch was baptized upon kis profeſſing 
to believe that Jeſus. was. eg © Chriſh, it ſhews, 
firſt, that this was NN prafeſſion- 
vired, in regard to belief; and, next, that 
* gaged himſelf to an Obedience anſwerable 
to that * belief and profeſſion. Which. is. or ought 
to be the caſe of all that are baptized ; nor 
| ſhould more be required of any. 
Let us now go on with our obſervations, 
Believing that Jeſus Chrift is the Son of God, 
is expreſſtd by a variety of. terms, all concurring 
in the ſame ſenſe. Believe in the Lord Jeſus, 
f and thou ſhait be ſaved. — If thou. ſbalt confeſs 
with thy muuth the Lord Feſus, and ſpalt believe: 
in thine heart, that Gid bath ra: {ed him from the 
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dead, 
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dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved; — Every ſp:rit that 
confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt is conie in the feſb, is 
of God. — Whoſoever ſhall- confeſs that Jeſus is 
the Son of God, God dwelleth in bim, and he 
in God, — Wboſeever believeth that Feſus is the: 
Chriſt, is born of God. — Who is he that over- 
rometh the world, but he wha believeth that 
Jeſus is the Son of God? with many more de- 
clarations to this effect, all of them importing 
this ſingle propoſition, That Zeſus is the Chriſt 
or Meſſiab. 0 

Now whereas, in the paſſage before us, it is: 
ſaid, 4 believe that Jeſus is the: Son of God (which 
ſufficed for admittance into the Chriſtian covę- 
nant) it may be of uſe to make a further ſearch 
into the meaning of this expreiſion, and to ſettle 
that meaning diſtinctly, as far as we can, upon 
the foundation of Scripture: and truth. Two; 
things are to be conſidered; what we are to un- 
derſtand by the appellation Jeſur in this place 
(for I enquire no further now than the paſſage 
itſelf leads me) and what by this other, Chriſt. 
Now - Feſus here has no reference, or no im- 
mediate view at leaſt, to the nature and origin 
of our bleſſed Lord as a divine Perſon, which 
are to be deduced from other places, and not 
from this; but to the circumſtances of his hiſtory, 
and to points of fact, as recorded of him in the 
Goſpel, He was named Feſus, which ſignifies: 
a, Saviour ( becaule he was to ſave his people from: 
their ſins. And how he did fo, we ſee plainly 
in his hiſtory. Feſus therefore, in this place, 
denotes to us that holy perſon, who, by the 
power of. the Holy Ghoſt, was: born of the: 
Virgin Mary, was eminent for his miracles in 
the land of Ifrael, was the firſt and moſt ex- 
traordinary Preacher of the Goſpel, was cruci- 
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Hed by the Jews, aroſe the third day from: the: 
dead, and gloriouſly aſcended into heaven ;: 
where being. ſeated at the right hand of the- 
Majeſty on high, he is inveſted with ſupreme: 
wer and. authority over all things in heaven 
and earth. This is he who, amongſt his country- 
men the Jews, went by the name of Jeſus of 
Nazareth. | 285 
Next, for the ftyle Chriſt. This imports the 
ce of our Lord, and according to the uniform 
ſenſe of the New Teſtament, never varying on- 
this head, nor intending more in any one place 
than it does in another, plainly ſignifies the 
Meſfiab, or that Prophet and Miniſter of God, 
who for many ages had been promiſed to the 
ple of Iſrael, who was to deliver them from 
— ſins, and introduce them into the heavenly 
Canaan. Now this high office and dignity, is 
ſometimes ſet forth to us by the title Chriſt, ſome- 
times by, The Son of God; both, in this reſpect, 
importing the ſame thing; ſo that whether you 
ſay, Jeſus is the Chr ſt, or Jeſus is the Son of 
God, there is no real difference: And that the 
Jews underſtood both theſe appellations in the 
ſame ſenſe, may eaſily be made appear from 
ſeveral paſſages. When Philip ſaid to Natha- 
nacl, Wie beve found Him of ubom Moſes in the 
Law, and the Propheis dia write (who could be 
no other than the Meſſiah that had been promiſed 
to the people) Nathanael ſoon after ſeeing our 
Lord, and carrying the words of Philip in his 
mind, gives them their true and proper ſenſe, by 
ſaying to our Saviour, Thou art the Son of God, 
thou art the King of Iſrael D. When our Lord 
aſked his diſciples, Whom do men ſay that I am? 


* Job. 1, 40, 50, 
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Peter anſwered, in the name of them all, Thou 
art the Chriſt, the Son of the living God.. Which 
words being recited by St. Mark, are couched in 
this ſingle ſentence, Thou art the Chriſt +, and 
are by St. Lute thus expreſſed, Thow art the 
-Chrift of God t. From whence it appears, thas 
the words Son , God in St, Maithew, are only 
an explication of the word Chriſt, and have the 
ſame meaning with the Eunuch's confeſſion in 
the. paſſage we are conſidering. But what will 
remove all ground of doubt about this matter, 
is what paſſed upon the occaſion of the High 
Prieſt's adjuring our bleſſed Saviour to tell him, 
Mbelber be cas tbe Chriſt the Son of God . The 
true fenſe of which words may be learned from 
St. Luke, who expreſſes the matter in a clearer 
and more diſtinct manner, chap. xxii. For 
after the Elders and chief Prieſts had interroga- 
ted our Lord, ver, 67. ſaying, Art thou ihe 
Chriſt? the ſame perſons, preſently after repeat- 
ing the ſame queſtion, ſay in other words (ver. 
70), Art thou the Son of God? Which is a 
clear evidence that Chriſt and Sn of God, were 
in their ſenſe equivalent terms, carrying exactly 
the ſame idea FT. 5 | 

| FE | This 


Matth. xvi. 16. + Mar. viii. 29. f Luke x. 
20. 
Matth. xxvi. 63. EET 
'#+ The pious and ingenious author of a late treatiſe 
entitled, Uſeful and important Queſtions concerning Jeſus 
the Son of God, in which are many valuable obſervations 
upon this ſubject, was not, I perceive ſo happy as to 
have ſeen this work of Mr. Limborch before he —_— 
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This obſervation: is of the greateſt uſe towards 
fixing the genuine ſenſe of this propofition, eſas 
i ithe Chrift, or the Son of the God. For from 
thence: it plainly appears, that the name Cbriſt, 
which ſignifies Anointed, and is the ſame with 
the Hebrew Meſiab, has no relation to the 
nature or perſon of our Bliefltd Lord (theſe, as 
J obſerved before, being altogether foreign to 
the preſent queſtion) but to his ice; fince we 
ind that Kings and Prieſts, and ſometimes alſo 
Prophets, were conſecrated to their reſpective 
offices by the ceremony of anointing. Upon 
which account, thoſe who were inveſted with 
:fuch.offices, were called the anointed of God * 2? 
From whence it follows, that to believe F. 
ſus to be the Chriſt or Son of God (permit me 
to remind you once more of this important 
| e 

this own, Otherwiſe he would have cleared up the point 
at once. For he appears to be an ingenuous fearcher 
after truth; which indeed he has very well hit off in 
ene only ſome ſmall remains of em which till 
hung about him (tho? perhaps undiſcerned) embarraſſed 
Him alittle in bis enquiries. The late biſhop Patrick 
Has been more ſucceſsful, and has given us a very clear 
elucidation of this ſubject in his Y/7tmgfſes to Chriſtianity, 
chap. I. whieh is well worth conſidering. His enquiries 
terminate in the ſame concluſion with thoſe of Mr. 
Limborch; ſhewing, that to be the Son of God, and 
to be the Chriſt, are but different expreſſions of the 
ſame thing; and that when the Apoſtle ſays, Jeſus is 
the Son of Gad, his meaning is, that he is the Holy 
One of God, the perſon whom God ſanctified by the 
union of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſent into the world, 
to whom he hath now given all power in heaven and in 
earth, that every knee fhould bow to him as the ſovereign 


Lord of the world ; whom we ate 'to hear and 6bey 
and depend upon in all things.“ | 
+ 1 Sam. xxiv. 6. P/al. cv. 15. 


(37) 

important explanation) is to believe that Jeſus, 
| wt lived in Judea, and was every Where 
known by the name of Jeſus of Nazareth, is 
that extraordinary Saviour that had been long 
promiſed, to whom God his Father committed 
the high truſt of ſaving men, and whom, that 
he might be duly conſecrated: to that office, He 
anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, 

If this be the caſe (as it evidently is) ded two 
remarks will be obvious. iſt, That the belief 


intended in Joh. xx. 31, is a very different 


thing from that whick the latter part of the com- 
ment produced at the entrance of this Letter, 
p. 40. delivered to us as the ſenſe, and inſiſted 
ypon as neceſſary; that ſenſe having no founda- 
tion in that paſſage at leaſt, nor ſeemingly any 
connexion with it, or with any other that relates 
to the preſent ſubject, 2. That the Albanaſian 
creed, has not only miſtaken the great point up- 
on which the ſalvation of men is conſtantly 


placed in the New Teſtament, but alſo loaded the 


Chriſtian Religion with difficulties to which in 
its nature and deſign it is a perfect ſtranger. 
Lou ſee how plain and ſimple the Religion of 
Chriſt was at the firſt, and how few the terms of 
ſalvation : Believe that Fefus is the Chriſt, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. Herein conſiſts the very 
eflence of that faith which was required by the 
Apoſtles and their followers as neceſſary to 
falvation. Would to God that Chriſtians of 
ſucceeding ages had acquieſced in this apoſtolical 
fimplicty ! 

"hat ſhort ſymbol of Chriſtian belief and 
unity, which goes by the name of the 4poſites 
Creed, and is expreſſed in ſubſtance. in 'theſe few 
words, I believe that Feſus is the Chriſt, has for 
many ages been uſed = the Chriftian Church, 

and 
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and (making due allowance for the ſenſe of 
ſome few articles, which either have been added, 
or at leaſt are now leſs clear in their meaning than 
they may have been at firſt) is worthy to be 
retained in it. For it exhibits the common 
confeſſion of Chriſtians in all neceſſary articles 
of their faith“; and thoſe, for the moſt part, 
expreſſed in words that are eaſily intelligible to 
the meaneſt underſtanding, and to which all 
believers of revelation. can readily give their 
aſſent. This was the confeſſion required to be 
made at Baptiſm, tho? in the days of the Apoſtles 
it was expreſſed in fewer words. Thoſe who 
made this confeſſion, were admitted to Baptiſm, 
and conſequently into the Chriſtian Church, 
without further enquiry. Here was' the brevity 
and ſimplicity of the Chriſtian Faith at the be- 
ginning. But it grieves me to remind you of what 
happened afterwards. When the Roman Empire 
became Chriſtian, the Chriſtian Religion (will you 
not wonder? ) was no longer what it had been. 
The fimplicity of Chriſtian belief, together with 
the innocence of Chriſtian morals, began then to 
be corrupted. For ſoon after this great (and 
in ſome reſpects happy) Revolution, new creeds 
were demanded; and accordingly, as if the plain 
| | | and 


Biſhop Taylor having enumerated a variety of opinions 
in matters of doctrine, that gave diſturbance to the 
Church, ſays, very appoſitely to the preſent ſubject, N 
| have no o' her help in the midff of tbeſe diſtractions and diſ- 
unions, but all of us to be united in that common term, 
which is the medium of the communion of ſaints, the Apoftles 
creed, andinall other things an Ä endeavour to find 
out what truths tue can, and a charitabl and mutual per- 
miſſin to others that diſagree from us and our opinions.” 
1 em ſure this may ſatiiſ us, for it will fecure us; but 
1 know not any thing elſe that will, Epiſt dedic. te 
Lord Hatton before Leb. of propheſying. | 
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and common creed which had hitherto been 
acquieſced in, had not been ſufficient, new arti- 
cles of faith, before unknown, began to be de- 
viſed, new formularies to be framed, and thoſe 
expreſſed in a variety of words and phraſes with 
which the holy Scriptures. are unacquainted ; ſo 
that every new Council in a. manner coined anew 
creed“; to which if any one could not aſſent, 
he was judged unworthy of Chriſtian communion, 
and condemned as a perſon devoted to deſtruc- 
tion F. Nor did this extravagant humour of con- 
demning ſtop here, or end with the firſt councils, 
but all ſucceeding ones loaded the Chriſtian faith 
with new articles, and that to ſuch a degree, 
that it was . now no longer a plain and 
ſimple faith, level to the underſtanding of the 
ignorant as well as of the learned, but was become 
a fort of ſcience for diſputing, overcharged 
with a vaſt number of opinions, enveloped in 
obſcurity, and perplexed with ſubtlety; as if 
almighty God, by propoſing the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion to the world, had intended to puzzle our 
underſtandings, and to make this Religion a teſt, 
not of our piety, but of our ſublety ; promiſing, 
for the encouragement of that ſubtlety, to re- 
ward it with everlaſting life. Hence arole in 
numerable ſchiſms in the Church; and whilſt: 
the ſeveral parties anathematize one another, 
0 | Ex, 

„Which I ſuppoſe made the great Epiſcopius (our 
Author's uncle) ſay, That the Biſhops of thoſe times, be- 
ing led on by fury, faction and madneſs, did not fo much 
compoſe as huddle up creeds for the Chriſtian world. 

+ Councils after Councils convened to ſettle the dif- 
ferences amongſt Chriſtians 3 and ſometimes they met 
ſo frequently, that they might be called Quarter ſeſſiuns 
as well as Councils. Mr. Fortiz's pref. to Remarks, vol. 1. 
1 This anathematiſing humour was common to all 


parties, as is evident from the eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians; 
and 
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Various ſtorms of perſecution fall upon the heads of 
the diſſentients, and draw after them a diſmal train 
of evils. All which might eaſily have been pre- 
vented, if later ages, keeping to the fimplicity 
of the preceding times, had been content with 
thoſe few and plain articles, which diſtinguiſh 
Chriſtians from Jews, and from the pro feſſors of 
all falſe religions; and had inſiſted upon no 
other points of belief as neceſſary to ſalvation, 
beſides thoſe which the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſ- 
tians required for baptiſm, and declared to be 
ſufficient for the purpoſe of being faved, For 
the things that are neceſſary to ſalvation are in- 
variably the ſame, and can neither be altered 


nor increaſed by ſucceſſion of time. So that it 


muſt have been great preſumption in after-ages 
| | either 


and it is obſervable that the violence of it roſe in pro · 
portion as the articles of belief multiplied, and their 
ſubtleties grew more exquiſite. What lamentable work 
was that at the council of Epheſus, in regard to N:/tcrius's 
twelve propoſitions, which were required to be renounc- 
ed ; where each party inſiſting upon their own pro- 
poſitions as orthodox, and condemning the oppoſite as 
heretical, could agree in no one thing but this, viz. in 
anathematiſing and curſing one another. The renouncing 
of propoſitions is ſtill frequently required, and the re - 
fuſal as often attended with anathema'ss We ſome- 
times hear of ſuch doings in proteſtant countries, but 
lately much more in our accounts from France: where 
the renunciaticn, not of twelve, but of an hundred and 
one propoſitions, is with great vehemence inſiſted upon, 
and the recuſants doomed to eternal damnation : As the 
Nun S. Perpetua lately experienced to her coſt; up- 
on whom the penitentiary, commiſſioned by no lefs a 
perſonage than the Archbiſhop of Paris, pronounced 
with the utmoſt aſſurance this dreadful ſentence, That 
her diſſent would occaſion her to be reprobated and damned 
at the day of judgment, | 
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either to vary or add to the terms of ſalvation 
which had been originally ſettled; and every 
preſumption of this ſort, as it was highly injurious 
to Men, muſt alſo be a capital offence againſt 
God, and therefore liable to the ſevereſt con- 
demnation. 

But it has been objected, that although ſuch a 
ſhort confeſſion of Faith as was required at firſt, 
was indeed ſufficient for thoſe more early days, 
when the faith of all was uniform; yet in ſucceed- 
ing times, when claſhing opinions and hereſies 
| aroſe in the Church, in regard to ſome particular 
points of religion, it became neceſſary, and con- 
tinues to be ſo ſtill, to inſiſt upon a diſtinct con- 
feſſion, of a greater number of articles; to the 
intent that thoſe who are orthodox, might be 
diſtinguiſhed from thoſe who are heretical.— 
Bur this is the very thing with which we here find 
fault ; namely, that Chriſtians, by inventing a 
new ſet of words and phraſes, and ſetting up 
new opinions of their own, ſhould chuſe to re- 
cede and be diſtinguiſhed from fellow-chriſtians, 
whoacknowledge all things contained in Scripture, 
and readily acquieſce in all the words and phraſes 
that the ſacred Writers have thought fit to uſe. 
Which plainly ſhews, that there is no difference 
about the main foundation, and therefore that the 
diſſent which ſubſiſts about other matters, ſhould 
be no bar to fellow-believers, agreeing upon 
that foundation, from cultivating eccleſiaſtical 
union, without indulging the uncharitable humour 
of pronouncing anathema's upon one another, 
For where God in his word pronounces no ana- 
thema, neither ought We to pronounce it; and 
thoſe whom he vouchſafes to admit into the 
communion of the ſaints in heaven, we cannot, 
without the groſſeſt injury, exclude from the 
communion of his Church upon earth, But 


| ( 62 
But you will further . That Scripture, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, is the genuine ſenſe of Scripture, 
and that ſince theſe perſons admit only of the 
words of Scripture, not their genuine ſenſe, 
they cannot be ſaid to admit the Scripture.*” — 
As to this, I readily agree with you, that the 
ſenſe of Scripture is indeed Scripture. But ſince 
God hath been pleaſed, in his infinite wiſdom, to 
deliver that ſenſe in ſuch words, as are capable 
of a different meaning, and has no where de- 
clared, that the words muſt be takenpreciſely in 
this or that ſenſe, and in no other; has he not 
by this very conduct, in effect aſſured us, that 
he does not tie down mens ſalvation * to this or that 
particular confeſſion, formed upon either of the 
different explications; but that the general or com- 
mon faith, about which there is no diſagreement 
on any ſide, is ſufficient for Salvation; and that 
we may ſafely be ignorant of all controverted 
opinions both on the one ſide and on the other? 
And ſince God hath not delegated to either 
| E 


* It was to Biſhop Taylor a demonſtratian (as he tells 
us in his Lib. of proph. Set i. Nꝰ. 12.) that nothing 
can be neceſſary to be believed under pain of damnation, 
but ſuch propoſitions of which it is certain that God 
bath ſpoken and taught them to us, and of which it is 
certain that this is their ſenſe and purpoſe. For if the 
ſenſe be uncertain, we can no more be obliged to 
believe it in a certain ſenſe, than we are to believe it at 
all, if it were not certain that God delivered it. But 
if it be only certain that God ſpake it, and not certain 
to what To ; our faith of it is to be as mdeterminate as 
its ſenſe; and it can be no other in the nature of the 
thing, nor is it conſonant to God's juſtice to believe 
of him that he can or will require more. This is of 

the nature of thoſe propoſitions, to which, without any 
farther probation, all wiſe men will give aſſent at its 
firſt publication,” 1 
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dominion over the conſcience of the other, 
and each ſide queſtioning the truth of the other's 
opinion, inſiſts upon its own as being moſt 
agreeable to Scripture 3 it is clear at once, that 
neither ſide ought to obtrude its confeſſion upon the 
other, inſiſting upon the other's agreeing to it; but 
that as the one party deſires to have the confeſſion 
and defence of its own opinion left free to it; ſo 
ſhould it allow the ſame freedom to the other, 
which it claims to itſelf. The erring party is 
accountable only to God for its error. In the 
mean time, both ſhould endeavour to approve 
their faith to Him; nor ſhould either of them 
condemn the other, ſince they both join in the 


ſame common faith, altho* in ſome things, not 


preciſely determined by almighty God, they 
may happen to vary or diſagree. Now in order 
to obtain this deſireable end, we muſt go back 
to the original ſimplicity of the Goſpel ; which 
will teach us, that whoſoever profeſſes to believe 
from his heart that Jeſus is the Son of God, is 
to be received into Chriſtian communion, and 
ought to be acknowledged by us as our Chriſtian 
brother.” 7 3 

Theſe are the ſentiments of that great and 
good man “, who was ſuch an ornament to the 
Chriſtian Religion both in his doctrine and 
morals, and who made it the great buſineſs of his 
life to underſtand and teach this religion in its 
true ſimplicity and purity. PHY. 

You are now, Sir, I hope, ſufficiently ſatisfied 
concerning the point which I undertook to il- 
luſtrate in this Letter; and it is, you fee, 
a point of great conſequence to be rightly- 
underſtood ; ſince the due underſtanding of it 
55 8 85 removes 


* [imberch. 
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removes the difficulties that are thrown in our way 

by human ſyſtems, and the terms that may be in- 
zected into our minds by menacing creeds. The 
difficulties wherein we are intangled by the former, 
and the threatenings denounced upon us by the 
latter, do now evidently sppear to be without 
foundation, 

I might here put an end to your trouble and 
my own for this time: but having lately been 
much delighted with ſome charitable and ju- 
dicious obſervations of a very worthy Clergy- 
man, which I judge to be pertinent to the preſent 
ſubject, I cannot conclude my Letter without 
communicating to you a pleaſure which has 
been fo agreeable to myſelf, believing it will be 
no leſs fo to your humane and benevolent mind. 

I muſt firſt obſerve to you, that this good 
man appears from all his notes on the New 
Teſtament (from whence I now collect his ſen- 
timents) to be entirely orthodox, upon the 
preſent queſtion. But that orthodoxy, which 
in many men breaks out into flame and violence, 
is in him reſtrained from all undue exceſſes, by 
the milder ſpirit of the Goſpel ; which as it gives 
a more pleaſing aſpect, adds alſo a dignity to his 
remarks upon the ſubject. | 

Speaking of the late unhappy diſputes upo 
the great theme of the Trinity, as he juſtly cen- 
ſures on the one ſide the unreaſonableneſs of 
thoſe, who will believe nothing in divine things 
but what they can comprehend, obferving that 
we ſhould be modeſt and humble in our deter- 
minations about what is ſo far above our own reach; 
| fo he ſeems to think that others, who in the 
main eſpouſe the ſame cauſe with himſelf, go 


too often beyond their bounds, and thereby be- 
| come 
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come the occaſion of a controverſy, which 
otherwiſe might have had no exiſtence, or elſe 
might have been ſtifled in the birth. The 
« rife, ſays he, of thoſe diſputes is, I am per- 
% ſuaded, in a great meaſure owing to mens 
going further in their diviſons, diſtinctions, 


% and definitions concerning this ſubject, than 


66 divine revelation will bear them out, — I 


will beg leave humbly to offer one thing to 


„ be conſidered with reference to this ſubject, 
«© namely, whether ſuch a profeſſion of faith in 
« our Redeemer as was accepted of, and ap- 
« proved by, our Lord and his Apaſtles, ought 
„ not to be ſufficient to clear any one from the 
© 1mputation of being an * Heretic?“ The 
paſſages to which he here directs us, are theſe. 
Peter ſaid, Thou ait the Chriſt the Son of the 


* It is not quite ſo eaſy, as many may imagine, to 
fay who are hereticks, or what is hereſy. For what 
is hereſy to one, is catholick truth to another; and 
whilſt each party condemn their adverſaries, they 
believe their own poſitions to be right. Again ; Hereſy, 
the ſchoolmen tell us, muſt be againſt ſome articles of 
faith. Now it is not 2greed how many are 'ſuch, or 


what makes them ſo. The Church of Rome, we find, 


has an immenſe number of articles; and all Churches 
and perſons who reject them, are conſidered by her as 
heretical. And yet this ſame Church, ſo abounding 
with articles, has the charity to declare, That none can 
be an Heretick, who believes that one article of our Creed, 
The holy catholick Church: Verus noni articuli profeſſor, 
neguit dici hereticus. Catech. Trident. de nono ſymboli 
art. Mild and candid to an uncommon degree was that 
judgment of Salmanſis concerning the Arians, which I 
find cited by Bp. Barhlw in his Letter to Mr. Boyle 
concerning Taleration. Heæretici ſunt, jed non ſcientes : 
apud nos ſunt hereaici, apud ſe non ſunt, Feritas apud 

nos 
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kuisg God : And, We believe and are ſure that 
thou art that Chrip, the Son of the living Ged a 

Nathanael; Thou art the Son of God, thou art 
the King of Iſrael b. Martha; 1 beticve that 
Bou art the Chriſt the Son of God, who was to 
come into the world c. The Eunuch, I Believe 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God d. Saul (or 
Paul) preached Chriſt 'in the ſynagogues, that he 
is the Son of God —— proving that this 1s the 
very Chriſt or Meſſiah e. Wheſoever ſhall con- 
feſs that Jeſus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in 
him, and he in God, f. Who is he that over- 
cometh the world, but be who believelh that Jeſus 
is the Son of Ged? g — © It is here ſuppoſed, 

« as the author goes on, that the words are 
de taken in the ſenſe which is obvious to every 
«© unprejudiced mind. But it is difficult for us 
« to know when men wilfully miſtake the ſenſe 
of Scripture, and wreſt it to their, own deſtruc- 
tion: for we are ignorant of the reaſonings 
« and thoughts of each other, and therefore 
&. cannot judge of them any farther than they 
« by words and actions diſcover them to us, 
But if men [notwithſtanding their beſt endea- 
*© vours, do really] miſtake the ſenſe of <Ecrip- 
0 ture, I ſer not what we can do better than 


60 pity and pray for them, and calmly, in the 
Spirit 


nes ef ; ſed illi apud ſe efſe preſumunt. Errant ergo, 
fed bono animo errant ; non «is, ſed affettu Dei honoggre- 
fe Dominum credemes. fit qualiter pro hoc ipſo falſe 
efinienis errore in die judicli punendi ſunt, nemo potęſt 
ſcire niſi judex. — Mibil ardet in inferno niſi prepria 
Uoluntase i 
Matth. xvi. 16. and 70%. vi. 69. b Fob. i. 49. 
4 Fob. ui. 27. 4 As vil. 37. 
E Ads ix. 5 22. 1 z. 
e chap, v. 5. 
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ſpirit of meekneſs and love, debate the matter 
in diſpute, illuſtrating a doubtful text by 
others which are more clear. For to 
give thoſe who differ from us opprobrious 
names, or to fix odions conſequences on their 
opinions, which are by them diſowoed and 
diſavowed, or to call men's /nceri!y into 
queſtion, becauſe they do not think juſt as we 
do: whatever any may pretend, theſe are 
not the effects of a true zeal for God and Re- 
ligion. Let us take heed that we do not 


ſometimes call that zeal for God and his 


Goſpel, which 1s nothing elſe but our own 
tempeſtuous and ſtormy paſſion. I would 
only deſire thoſe who are apt to ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be thus tranſported, but to think 
it pofible for themſelves to be miſtaken; and 
then to conſider, whether /uch treatment 
would be likely to convince them of their 
miſtakes and errors ? Such proceedings 
are no way ſuited to convince a rraſenable 
mind : they never yet wrought conviction in 
any man, nor did they ever ſerve the intereſt 
of religion and truth. I am not moved to 
[ſay] this, by any doubts I have myſelf, bur 
to expreſs my diſlike of a practice too too 
common among the too many denominations 
of Chriſtians, the impoſing their own gloſſes 
and interpretations of Scripture, as the un- 
doubted, certain, and infallible -mind and 
will of Chriſt, Even the Proteſtant Churches, 
tho? they have juſtly caſt off the Romifb 
Yoke, yet have hot ſufficiently purged out 
this Remagnder of Popery. It is undoubtedly 
more agreeable to the temper of the Goſpel, 


to bear with thoſe whom we cannot convince, 


K 2 than 
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* than it is to perſecute [or even to hate and 
deſpitefully uſe] them. Our duty is, to ſpeak 
e the truth to them in loge. As on the one 
hand, we ought earneſtly to contend for the 
„ faith once delivered to the ſaints ; ſo, on the 
other, we ought to have and maintain a 
«© compoſſionate love for thoſe who deviate from 
it. I am perſuaded, that his way of pro- 
& ceecing would conduce more than any other, 
< tro the bringing in the univerſal practice of 
«© Holineſ:, Peace, and Love, which many wiſe 
and good men think they are encouraged to 
«<< hope for in the Scriptures of both Teſta- 

„ments.“ | | 
I heartily wiſh that all Chriſtians, of what- 
ever perſuaſion, . whether relating to this or any 
other diſputed or diſputable points of Chriſtianity, 
would attend to the words of this good Man; 
— bear with one another, and live in peace, 
notwithſtanding the difference of their ſentiments 
in regard to any of thoſe points: Which dit- 
ference, in many caſes, is abſolutely unavoid- 
able in the preſent ſtate of humanity, and can 
therefore be no real fault on either ſide, pro- 
vided men maintain that difference with candor of 
mind, and with decency of behaviour towards 
each other. Which ſurely it would be no difficult 
matter for either ſide to do, if they would but 
conſider things with calmneſs, and not ſuffer 
puſſion to carry away their reaſon, or prejudice 
in favcur of tenets to make them forget real 
duties, I cannot but wiſh that learned men on 
both ſides, would be more moderate and more 
civil, than they often are towards each other, 
when they happen to diſagree in opinion, and 
eſpecially upon the ſubject before us. If I take 
the learned Dr. Fellon's meaning right, _ 
tells 
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tells us, that the orthodox party (as, in con- 
formity to common language, I would chuſe to 
call them) are very civil and moderate towards 


thoſe who retain different tenets, when they 


hold and publiſh them with becoming modeſty, 
without bitterneſs of ſpirit, or reviling language. 
1 ſhould be glad to ſee the amiable character 
duly exemplified in practice by both parties. 
Theſe are his words, in the dedication of his 
ſermons at the Lady Moyer's lecture, to the 
late Biſhop of London: When any perſons 
will argue ſeriouſly, and treat things ſacred with 
decency, and carry themſelves in theſe debates, 
as becometh ſcholars and gentlemen, we are al- 
ways ready to entertain ſuch adverſaries with 
great candour, to weigh conſiderately whatever 
they are pleaſed to offer, and to return them 
an anſwer with all good temper and civility.“ 
The words pleafe me, and ſhew at leaſt what 
ought to be the conduct of Chriſtians towards 
each other, if it is not already ſo in fact. 

As to the ſubject itſelf, which the Athanaſian 
Creed and other human deciſions have involved 
in ſo many unpaſſable labyrinths, J am, for 
my own part, fully convinced, from a care- 
ful conſideration of the Scriptures for many 
years, that orthodoxy in opinion about this. point, 
or indeed about any other that may be liable to 
doubts and difficulties, is not the main thing 
which the Goſpel inſiſts upon as neceſſary to 
ſalvation. So far from this, that it does nor 


build upon orthodoxy at all, conſidered (accord- 


ing to the meaning of the word) as a particular 
and preciſe notion about any certain topicks of 
belief. But on whar does it build? Upon this 
one great article, as I intimated before, Believe 
the Goſpel and obey it. This is the ſum total of 

Chriſtianity, 
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Chriſtianity, and upon this we may ſafely build our 
hopes of ſalvation, through the mercies of God 
in Jeſus Chriſt, We need not be anxious a- 
bout modes of believing. Let us keep this one 
eat point in view, and heartily comply with 
it; and we are ſafe. We are in the hands of a 
2 Maſter, who will make favourable 
lowances for our infixmities, where we may 
happen to be wrong in our opinion as to ſome 
ticular circumſtances of belief; and where he 
Res that we ſeek the truth with honeſt minds, 
defirous to be guided by it, and do not err wil- 
fully, or out of a criminal prejudice of any ſort. 
He will condemn none who believe the ' Goſpel 
in the beſt manner they can, and who, in the 
beſt manner they can, endeavourto obey it. Of 
this you may be very ſure, and conſequently 
need not be trightened at the denunciations of any 
creeds. To which you may juſtly oppoſe thoſe 
deciſive words of St. Fohn, with which I began 
and ſhall now conclude my Letter, viz. Theſe 
things are written, that ye may believe that Jeſus 
is the Chriſt or Meſliah, and that | ſo] believing ye 
may have Lie through his name. Upon this 
firm bottom reſt throughly ſatisfied, and be no 
way uneaſy for the future. 
You will hear from me again the firſt oppor- 
tunity; and I ſhall then return to the creed 
Which engaged me in theſe enquiries. 


LETTER 


LETTER 


SIR, 


IN my firſt Letter (to which the fecond, as I 

intumated, was deſigned as ſupplement only 
but a neceſſary or at leaſt an uſeful ont) I endea- 
voured trom many obſervations to fatisfy you, 


that the creed which has long been conſidered 


net only as the palladium, but allo as the quin- 
teſſence of orthodoxy, is not quite fo urexception- 
able in all its parts, as the author of it (whoever he 
was) would have us believe it to be, or as its 
advocates, whether in former or latter times, 
have infiſted that it is. I am of opinion that 
this point may fairly be diſputed with both, ſa 
long as we have the Seripture before us, and, 
have the liberty to examine this creed by that 
infallible Rule; a liberty which probably the 
greater part of Chriſtians had not, when the 
creed was compiled: Which, I perſuade my- 
ſelf, from the very precarious hiltory of it given 
us by its beſt friends, as well as from other evi- 
dences, was done in ſome of the darker ages of 
the Church; a circumitance, 1 own, which, 
does not greatly recommend it to my eſteem, 
nor will, I ſuppole, to yours. 


I have ſufficiently conſidered thoſe ſentences: 


of damnation, which this formulary ſo frequently 
recites, and fo freely pronounces upon thoſe who 
cannot 


: „ 

cannot aſſent to it. Surely, to apply the words 

to this creed. 

———Nimium feritatis ix illo eft : 
Eſt aliud levius fulmen. 


Let thoſe ſentences then if you pleaſe, paſs 
for bruta fulmina (for they really are no more) 
denounced without authority from the word 
of God, and therefore, which I am ſorry to 
ſay, diſparaging a whole compofition, which 
though it hath ſome things in it that cannot 
very well be juſtißed, yer hath unqueſtion- 
ably ſome others, that may be proved by moi 
certain warrants of boly Scripture. 

In this Letter, I ſhall take a different courſe 
with this creed. I ſhall compare it with Scrip- 
ture in another view, regarding chiefly its diction 
and manner of inſtruction ; which, 1 ſee plainly, 
are very different from thoſe which we find in 
Scripture. The comparing of theſe two together, 
will perhaps as much leſſen our eſteem for the 
one, as it will increaſe it for the other. Which, 
ſo long as truth is not hurt by the compariſon, 
is, I own, a conſequence, to which I ſhall have 
no objection. For I have always hitherto had 
a greater regard for the Bible, than for any 
human compoſitions. 

Let us bring into one view the language and 
declarations of both. I. ſhall begin with the 
creed; to which many ſeem by their- conduct 
to pay as great a de ference as they do to the 
Scripture : 1 will not ſay that they pay a greater; 
tho' this poſſibly may be found to be fact, it 

ou examine things to the bottom, and attentively 
obſerve men's behaviour and writings. by 
In this creed we have the following peculiarities z 


which if ſome of its friends had not, 7 ſhould 
not 


(73) 
not perhaps have preſumed to call niceties of 


explication. 
« Such as the Father, ſuch is the Son, and 


„ ſuch is the Holy Ghoſt. Not three Fathers, 


„ not three Sons, not three Holy Ghoſts: Not 
* three Lords, not three Gods, not three eter- 
*© nals, not three incomprehenfibles, not three 


% uncreated, not three almighties. Not inade, 


nor created, nor begotten. Neither made, 
* nor created, but begotten. Neither made, 


nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. 


None afore or after other: None greater or 
< leſs than another. Glory equal; Majeſty co- 
<6 eternal. Whole three Perſons co- eternal to- 


„ gether and co- equal. Not confounding. 
<* the perſons, nor dividing the ſubſtance. Not 
« by confuſion of ſubſtance, but by unity of 


„ perſon. Not by converſion of the godhead, 
+ but by taking of the manhood, &c. Not 


« two, but one Chriſt, God of the ſubſtance of 


„ the Father. Equal to the Father: Inferior to 
* the Father, &c.** This is the catholic faith: 
He that will be ny muſt thus think of th: 
Trinity. 

No are theſe expreſſions e to thoſs 
of the Goſpel? Are they ſuitable to the plain- 
neſs, and fimplicity, and majeſty, which we 
there find? Where do we meet with.ſuch. nice 
diſtinctions as theſe, about the ſacred Trinity, 
in the ſacred Oracles ? or where with ſuch a terri- 
ble doom paſſed, for not acquieſcing in ſuch 
ſubtle refinements; or not admitting ſuch ad- 
ditions to the word of God? I ſhall come to the 
declarations of Scripture by and by. In the 
mean time, let me give you a few more 


ſpecimens of the former kind. 
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It grieves me to find ſuch, in any compoſitions 
but eſpecially in any ſolemn addreſſes made to 
almighty God. Which ought evermore to be 
free from any mixture of this ſort, and to have 
nothing in them unſuitable to the nature and 
deſign of prayer; left when we blend our niceties 
of explication about points of faith and contro- 
verſy, with our applications to Heaven in acts 
of devotion and piety, we may ſeem to be tak- 
ing too much upan us, to be informing almighty 
God what tenets we hold, in contradiſtinction to 
all who differ from us, and what are the fpecial- 
ties of our belict in ſome abſtruſe points, where- 
in others cannot concur with us: Which, as Bp. 
Taylor ſpeaks in another caſe, is no better than 
% deriving our opinions into our devotions; 
making chool: points become our religion; 
making God (fo far as we can) a party in, and 

<« entitling him to, our impertinent wranglings.” 
It is with ſome unwillingneſs, I own, that I 
preſume to remind you of the following in- 
ſtance, which I fear may be too much of this 
kind, 1n a facred office, which both of us highly 
value. Who art one God, one Lord, not one 
only Perſon, but three Perſons in one Subſtance. 
<« For, that which we believe of the glory of 
„ the Father, the ſame we believe of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, without any difference 
or inequality.” Is not this a creed, rather 
than a prayer? Or is that called the Athanaſian, 
upon which this precatory creed is founded, any 
creed at all? Has it any thing of the form and 
manner of a creed? any thing of that modeſt 
and unaſſuming air, fo viſible and ſo amiable in 
other creeds ? where every one ſpeaks only for 
himſelf, 7 Believe, and no more, not taking up- 
on him to dictate to others, what They ſhall 
believe; 


* 


; ( 75) DT 
velieve 3 much leſs ſaying (as this creed in effect 
teaches every one to ſay) He that believeth not 
as I do, ſhall be damned, or ſhall without doubt 
periſh everlaſtingly. Which plainly makes this 
to be a kind of Dooms-ilay book, rather than a 
Creed. 

3 2 1 


a Dr. Waterland allows, that this formulary, it not com- 
ſed in the way of a creed ; and that it was but very rarely 
called ſymbolum by the antients ; acknowledging the 
juſineſs of the remark of Tho. Aquinas, who ſaid that it 
was not compoſed per modum ſymboli, /ed magis per 
modum cujuſdam doctrinæ (which fame cujuſdam doc- 
trinæ, by the way, might, I ſuppoſe, ſeem even to 
this great connoiſſeur in metaphyſical theology, to be 
fomewhat more nice than wiſe ; but nevertheleſs, as he 
goes on) audoritate ſummi Pontificis receptæ, ut QUASI 
regula fidei HABEATUR. Crit. biſt. p. 49. 214. Yet 
it was a long time, as the Doctor elſewhere acknow- 
ledges, before the authority of this Chief Prize}? (the 
Pope) could be prevailed upon to countenance th's creed, 
or conſent to its adoption into the Roman offices. 

For he ſtood it out for ſome centuries (for five at leaſt, 
according to the Doctor's own calculation) before he 
would ſuffer it to be taken in. Vid. Crit. Hiſt. ch. vi. 
And yet the Hiſtorian Jabours hard, not only to make 
the creed as antient, but alſo, to make the receptioa 
of it as early, as poſſible. But to what purpoſe all this 
labour? For if the creed is not grounded upon the 
Scripture, it is no matter how antient it is, or how 
early its reception was. And whereas this learned perſon 
would make it to be the work, not of a Preſbyter, 
as ſome had contended it was, but of a Biſbop, or 
rather an Archbiſhop (for upon this alſo he has laid out 
ſome pains) does this give any additional worth to the 
creed, make it more ſolid and more convincing, or de- 
rive a greater obligation upon us to receive it, if we 
cannot be perſuaded that it is agreeable to the Goſpel ? 
Suppoſe this great Man could have proved it to be the 
work, not of a Biſhop, but of an Apaſtle, or even of an 
| Angel.; 
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I go on. What ſhall we. fay next, or what 
ſhall we think, of the following ſtupendaus. 
compoſition? of much older date, I imagine, 
than either of the former. Perfect God, even 
with his body, but not God with relation to- 
e his body; and perfect Man, even with his 
„ godhead, but not Man, with relation to his 
« godhead. In like manner, that he is to be 
entirely worſhipped even with his body, but 
n to be worſhipped as to his body; that he 
ebe worſhipped entirely, even with his godhead, 
e but not as God. That he is uncreated even 
„ with his body, but not uncreated with re- 

| lation 


Angel; ſtil we are to remember what St. Paul hath 
laid. Gal. i. 8, 9. And ſince this Writer indulges his 
conjectures about the Author of the creed (whom he 
will have at laſt to be a Gallican Prelate) may not we 
alſo be allowed the liberty to conjecture what St. Paul 
would have ſaid to the creed itſelf, if it had appeared 
in his days? Which ſince it is ſuppoſed to be of Gallican 
extraction, it is well if our modern Anti-gallicans, who 
had not, I think, ſtarted up in Dr. Waterland's time, 
do not take it into their heads to conſider it as a Gal- 
lican commodity, and accordingly make a puſh, upon this 
very account, towards ſending it back into its own 
cbuntry.. To conclude this note with my real and very 
ſerious opinion concerning this elaborate work of Dr. 
MWaterland ;. J think he hath beſtowed his learned labour 
about it to very little uſeful purpoſe, and might have 
laid it out to far better, by promoting practical piety, 
and advancing true goodneſs in the world. For after all 
that the Doctor has done, in giving us the hiſtory of this 
creed, he ha: h not made the creed one jot the better, 
nor the objections to it at all the weaker. Nor has this 
work of his, in ſupport of it, either removed men's: 
prejudices againſt it or heightened their opinion of its 
defender. The merit of this creed is to be tried by 
Scripture, and not by hiſtory, or by any human autho- 
ity. 5 
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. jation to his body; that he was made, even with 
« his godhead, but not as to his godhead : 
« That he is altogether of the fame ſubſtance 
« with God, even with his body, but not of 
e the ſame ſubſtance as to his body.“ With 
more of the ſame ſtrain, unneceſſary to be recit- 
ed, and not very uſeful to be remembered. Could 
you have imagined that ſo ſtrange a compoſition 
had been drawn up in,a ſolemn council, and in 
an early age? Yet in theſe words did the Fathers 
at Anizoch, ſo early as A. D. 270, or there- 
abouts, think fit to ſet forth their confeſſion or 
expoſition of faith, recommending it to the 
whole Greek Church as a form of ſound words 
not to- be diſputed, tho* it contained ſo many 
intricacies of expreſſion, as well as novelties of 
of invention a. Which with the like niceties 

| that 


a Hence came on by degrees, eſpecially about the 
beginning of the 5th century, thoſe other novelties of 
invention, unknown at leaſt to the Scripture, and to the 
Apoſtolical times, concerning ſuch points as theſe (mere: 
ſophiſms or quibbles upon words) G:d was born, God 
ſuffered, Ged died, Mary was the Mother of God, &. 
Which laſt declaration, might, 1 ſuppoſe, give occaſion 
to a poet of the laſt age to play off his fancy in theſe 
quaint turns of wit, addreſſed to the Bleſſed Virgin, 


Sponſa Dei, Patriſque Parens, et Filia Fili : 
Virgo, nec abſque Viro ; Mater, at abſque Hiro. 


He endeavours, you ſee, to mimick, after ſome ſort, 
the diſtinctions which he had obſerved in thoſe reſmements 
of rheology which had been begun by the Fathers, im- 
proved by the ſchoolmen, and were now unhappily re- 
vived and much delighted in by his contemporaries, in 
the days of King James the firſt; when the art of 
punning had gained the aſcendant, in the pulpit, and 
relgi on was in a manner excluded out of it. 


he 
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that afterwatds followed, niceties no where to 
be found in the Goſpel, no way neceſſary: to 
ſalvation, nor at all neceſſary to be determined, 
either one way or other, in order to the advance- 
ment of religion, drew on by degrees endleſs 
diſputes ; inſomuch that, as the Hiſtorian b ob- 
ſerves, a dial:#ical war, or a conteſt about mere 
metaphyſical ſpeculations, and equivocal terms, 
ſpread its dire influences far and wide over Egypt, 
Tybia, Thebais, and all the oriental provinces; and 
the diſputing humour increaſed at ſuch a rate, 
among men of all profeſſions and degrees, that 
it became at laſt impoſſible to put a ſtop to it. 
All which might have been prevented, if men 
had acquieſced in the declarations of the Goſ- 
pel, and had not indulged their inventions too 
much about things which before were left in 

| | medico, 


The poets have in all 'Ages of the Church been ex- 
erciſing their wit upon myſteries ; which they never 
failed to obſcure with the varieties, whilſt they were 
endeavouring'to embeliſh them with the elegancies, of 
their diſtinctions. Take this one little ſample out of the 
many ; which I give you from an hymn of the famous 
Heidelbert, Archbiſhop of Tours. 


Paracletus increatus, — Neque factus neque natus : 
Patri compar, Filieque: — Sic procedit ab utrogue; 

Ne fit minor poteflate, — Vel diſcretus qualitate. 
Duanti illi, tantus ifle : — Quales illi, talis ifte : 

Ex quo illi, hinc et iſie: — Semper illi, ſemper i/te. 
Difque trium, plenus Deus. Non tres tamen Di, ſed Deus. 


I leave you now to your own reflexions, and ſhall 
trouble you no further with poetical antitheſes. 
d Socrates eccl. hilt, 1. 1. c. 6. 
| ö medio, 
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medioc ©, and not judged neceſſary to be deter- 
mined to any particular ſenſe; every man being 
left to the liberty of our own judgment, and all 


conſequently being at peace about ſuch matters. 


— But to paſs on. | 

Here again are ſome more of thoſe ſubtle ni- 
ceties which prevailed in the Chriſtian Church, 
when primitive Chriſtianity (plain and practical) 
had forſaken it. Neque ex innaſcibilitate in- 
naſcibili coequalem, ſed ex peneratione unigeniti 
non diſparcm d, i. e. (to give it a literal tran- 
ſlation) * Not coequal from innaſcible in- 
naſcibility, but not unequal from the generation of 
the only-begotten.”* Now can you make ſenſe of 
this ? Formy own part, I confeſs ingenuouſly that 
I can make none. To me it is, — Fe ne ſcay 
ce que. Neſcio quid meditans NUGARUM. 
And yet Dr. Waterland, I remember, doth 
ſomewhere cite theſe words as expreſſing the 
point in debate very accurately. Which I can- 
not contradict, ſince I do not underſtand them. 
Theſe and the like ſubtleties of invention, fo 
highly improper, in my opinion, upon ſo great 
a ſubject, and yet ſo highly in vogue in ſome 
of the earlier centuries, and even ſtill not al- 


together 


(c) *Exrrmai Ties Planters ers Lü ruhe dyuoar TY 
rere LveteTara, &c. Euſeb. vit. Conf. L 2. 8.6 


And Sezomen (l. 1. c. 15) aſcribes the diſputes to the 
ſame cauſes, | A 

d Hilar de Trinit. Which writer nevertheleſs con- 
cludes his 1oth book upon the ſubjeA with theſe re- 
markable words, Non per difficiles nos Deus ad beatam 
vitam quæſtiones vocat, &c. God does not call us to hap- 
pineſs by intricate queſtions. — Eternal life reſts upon 
this plain and abſolute point, viz. That we believe that 
Jeſus has been raiſed by God from the dead, and thai we 
acknowledge him to be our Lord, &c. _ 


. 
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ether in diſeſteem, would incline me te ſay, 
with a ſenſible man of thoſe times, If the Chri- 
tian Religion conſiſts in ſuch niceties, Quam 
ingenioſa res eft eſſe Cbriſtianum? And with 
another, „ That we are much beholden to the 
amnetaphyficks of Ariſtotle, for ſome of the articles 
of our Chriſtian creeds. For according to 
theſe deſcants of the fancy, our religion is 
become a mere exerciſe of the wit unto ſophiſtry. 
Not (what it really is, or ſhould be) an exerciſe 
of the heart unte godlineſs, This kind of exerciſe 
may indeed have ſomewhat of the form of godli- 
nes, but is manifeſtly unacquainted with its 
power, and in effect denies it, foraſmuch as it 
draws away the mind from the main purſuit, 
and engages it in trifles. 
Nor can I approve, much lefs admire, the fol- 
Jowing niceties in a more modern Writer, tho' a 
perſon of great name, and one for whoſe valuable 
character in many reſpects I have a very high 
efteem. This great man, when the nature of 
his ſubje& would bear it, could expreſs his 
thoughts with as much clearneſs as any man in 
the world ; but in the pailages I am going now 
to give you from different parts of his elaborate 
work, he envelops himſelf in clouds, or, as a 
tearned man who animadverted upon him, ex- 
reſſes it, in thick Cimmerian darkneſs, his words 
being altogether of the myſtick ſort, and convey- 
ing no manner 6f idea even ta the maſt per ſpicaci- 
cus mind. 

„The ancients, ſays he, ſtyled the Father 
the origin or beginning of the Son; namely 
{here he comes in with his nice/ies of explication) 
as far as that word ſignifies a principle from 
which ſomewhat ariſes, but not as ſuch a prin- 


ciple denotes a beginning of exiſtence, when 
2 
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a thing which was not before, now begins to be ; 
for a perſon cannot take his beginning from and 
in the divine effence itſelf, wherein he had no 
preceding exiſtence, without deſtroying the im- 
mutability of the divine nature.” I here agree 
to the queſtion moved upon this occaſion by a 
learned adverſary, Quis aded Oedipus eft, ut bac 
intelligat ? and to that other, How can any 
perſon have @ beginning of exiſtence, without 4 
beginning ? which yet ſeems to be plainly in- 
ſiſted upon in the words above cited. Our 
great man goes on ſtill in the ſame myſterious 
ſtrain, ** It is impoſſible for the mind to con- 
ceive any generation without a communication of 
ſomething. Now the thing communicated, 
can be no other than the nature, eſſence, or 
ſubſtance of that, from which the communi- 
cation is derived; ſince the proper definition of 
generation is, a ſubſtantial productiun Again: 
„ Some of the ancients have ſaid, that the 
| = 7 Father 


* Non amo nimis argutam thealigiam (I love no doctrines 
in divinity which fland ſo very much upon quirk and ſub- 
tilty) was a ſaying which I heard from a great and 
judicious man. And I cannot -- forbear to ſay, that thoſe. 
doctrines of religion - have ever been to me the moſt 
ſuſpected, which need abundance of wit and a great 
many criticiſms to make them out. And conſidering 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of almighty God, I cannot 
poſſibly believe but that all things neceſſary to be believed 
and praiſed by Chriſtians in order to their eternal 
ſalvation, are p/ainly contained in the holy Scriptures. 
God ſurely hath not dealt fo hardly with mankind, as 
to make any thing neceſſary to be believed or practiſed 
by us, which he hath not made ſufficiently plain to the 
capacity of the unlearned as well as the learned. Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon's ſecond ſermen concerning the divinity of our 
Blæſſed Saviour, 
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Father produced this world by the Son, as an 
inſtrument [or as his Agent; ] yet meaning, not 
an inſtrument of extraneous nature, but one that 
was connatural with himſelf.] And laſtly, 
(for it is no matter how ſoon we get out of 
ſuch exquiſite labyrinths) « The Greeks ex- 
preſs the union between the Father and the Son 
(an union, by the way, which renders both in- 
ſeparable) by the word mee:x&gnos or (as he 
might have ſaid) erTeg xoenots, 1, e. circuminceſſion 
* Now circuminceſſion, is an union of things 
every 

In a later work, he tranſlates it inexiſtence, or in- 

habitation ; which ſome have more lately called in-dwel- 
ling; 1 ſuppoſe, as being plainer Engl;h : but the ſenſe, 

after all, is not plain. And indeed how ſhould it be, 
when men go beyond their knowledge; when they 
would explain, what they do not underſtand, and of which 
they can have no ideas? The truth is, men having 
formed ſchemes of their own, or derived them from 
the Fathers, without warrant from the Scriptures, are 
naturally and neceſſarily brought into difficulties. For, 
being called upon for a reaſon of the opinion that is in 
them, they put their imagination upon the ſtretch, and 
then are forced to invent words as well as notions ; 
though all to no purpoſe : for the more they ſtrive by theſe 
means to extricate themſelves out of difficulties, the 
more they entangle themſelves in them, and the faſter 
they are ſet by their ſtruggles to get looſe. For my 
own part, I look upon theſe things as not a proper 
ſubject for metaphyſical definitions, or niceties of explication, 
of any ſort; and am apt in my own mind to apply 
thoſe words of the Apoſtle, uſed by him upon a different 
occalion ; aſking, Vhs hath known the mind of the Lord 
as to theſe things, any farther than He hath revealed 
his mind in expreſs words on the ſubjet? For (to 
uſe a proper compariſon) what Man Fnoweth the things 
% a Man, ſave the ſpirit of Man which is in him? even 
fo the things of Cad, where God hath not revealed them, 
| knaweth 
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every way immeating or entering into one ano- 
ther. And in reſpect of the Trinity, this 
eircuminceſſion is in the higheſt degree peculiar, 
and is the moſt perfect that can be; ſince the 
perſons [therein] do mutually contain each 
other.' What a pity is it, that ſuch great parts 
and learning ſhould be thus miſemployed, and 
thrown away upon ſuch unintelligible I doubt 
you will be too apt to think and call it jargon, 
or a chaos of words as much without meaning, 
as they are without foundation either in Scripture 
or in Reaſon. And yet this worthy perſon was, 
is, and perhaps for ſome time longer (I pretend 
not to gueſs how long) will be reckoned one 
of the cleareſt as well as ſtrongeſt aſſertors of the 
myſterious cauſe which requires ſo much ſub- 
- tlety to maintain, and ſo much labour to under- 

ſtand. Which ſubtlety and labour are to me a 
plain indication, that the cauſe, as thus managed, 
or rather as miſmanaged and perverted, is not 
of God, but purely of Men. Theſe human 
mixtures and ſuperadditions to the divine Word, 
too evidently betray their origin, and ſnew of 
themſelves (as effects do their cauſes) that they 
cannot be divine. Elſe they could never have 
tortured the human invention ſo much, nor have 
been ſo derogatory to the honour of God, or 
ſo little beneficial to the ſouls of men. The 
real doctrine of the ever-bleſied Trinity, as 
revealed in the Scriptures, is quite another thing, 
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Enotueth no one but the Spirit of God. But God hath Not 
revealed unto us Theſe Things (which Men would ob- 
trude upon us as his, in their niceties of explication) by his 
Spirit, or by any part of his written Word. 
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and will al ways command the veneration of all 
ſerious and intelligent Chriftians TP. 

As to this celebrated Divine of our Church, 
whom ] cannot think of without reverence, nor 
mention without a juſt honour for his merit (for 
he was poſſeſſed of many excellent qualities ; ) 
his great unhappineſs, as I take it, was, that he 
contracted, from his early years, too great a vene- 
ration for the Fathers, and followed them, I 
think I may venture to fay, rather too impli- 
citely; as if their judgment was unqueſtionable, 
and therefore deciſive upon the preſent argument. 
Whereas, if he had adhered to the Scriptures on- 
Jy, as the only ſure rule to be governed by, up- 
on this important ſubject ; he would, as I appre- 
hend, have kept clear of all difficulties, and 
might, by his great abilities, have ſupplied us 
with as perſpicuous and juſt an account of this 
matter, as any man of his time. Poſſibly this 
momentous theſis might have been cleared long 
ago, to the general ſatisfaction of the Chriſtian | 
world, if the pre-determinations of Fathers, 
Councils, Churches, and ſyſtems, had not placed 
a wrong bias upon our judgment, and thrown 
(I had almoſt ſaid) inſuperable difficulties in 
our way. When theſe difficulties are removed; 
when we ſhall be prevailed upon to bring our 


enquiries upon this ſubject, to the teſt of Scrip- 
Ture 


+ T have the pleaſure to find, in the Life of Archbiſhop 
Tillotſon lately publiſhed, that that met judicious Perſon 
was of this ſentiment. He thought that the maintaining 
the doctrines concerning God, the Father, the Son, and 
tie Holy Ghoſt, as they are propoſed in the Scriptures, 
without entering too much into explanations or controverſies, 
20 be the moſt effectual way to preſerve the reverence 
that was ue to them, and io fix them in men's belicf. p. 350. 
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ture only; I am perſuaded it will not be much 
longer, before this point is clearly adjuſted, and 
amicably decided. 4 THE 
I havedetained you too long, I fear, and in- 
deed beyond what I intended, upon theſe not 
very inſtructive, nor, I imagine, very pleaſing 
topicks. Truth will ſhine with the brighter 
Juſtre, when the clouds about it are removed ; 
and the endeavours that have been uſed to obſcure, 
will help the more to clear it. Let us now 
therefore, after this dark and dreary proſpect, 
turn 'our attention to a more agreeable and 
more improving ſcene, Leave behind you, and 
forget for ever if you can, theſe other beggarly 
elements, the mere inventions of men, fo in- 
Jurious to the revelations of God. Turn your 
eye and your heart, my Friend, to the heavenly 
Oracles. Let the ſacred Scriptures, on every 
perplexing intruſion of this kind, come in im- 
mediately to your relief and aſſiſtance. Make 
Them your ſtay, your inſtruction, and your 
comfort, on all occaſions of difficulty that ſhall 
force themſelves into your way, and would ſhock 
your better ſenſe, as well as damp your better 
hopes. Nor let the high pretenſions of the au- 
thority of the Fathers, create in your mind the 
leaſt uneaſineſs: For think immediately of an 
authority ſtill higher than theirs. Remember 
Who hath ſaid, One is your Maſter or Inſtruc- 
tor; One is your Father who is in heaven ; 
One is your Maſter, even Chriſt : Call no man 
upon earth your Father *, viz. ſo as to allow 
him a dominion over your faith; which ſhould 
be allowed to no mortal man; which even 
the Apoſtles, you know, who were ſuperior to 
the 


* Matth. xxlli. 8, 9. 18. 
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the Fathers, diſclaimed over the faith of their 
fellow-chriſtians, * referring to Chriſt as the 
ſole Guide and Teacher of his Church, and 
profeſſing themſelves to be only Miniſters, by 
whom others believed T. And remember to 
what authorities you are directed by this great 
Maſter and Teacher; Search the SCRIPTURES ; 
How readeſt thou ? Not ſearch the Fatbers : What 
readeſt thou in Them? Of whom we may juſtly 
fay, without diſparaging them in the leaſt, that 
ſince they were but Mex, and were not All of 
them governed by the Spirit and Word of God, 
they have ſometimes erred, even in things apper- 
taining to God. Wherefore their determinations, 
in things taught by them as neceſſary to ſalvation, 
have neither ſtrength nor authority, unleſs it may 
be declared and proved that they be founded upon 
the Holy Scriptures, To theſe Scriptures I now 
invite and conduct you with pleaſure : To theſe, 
and to theſe alone I refer you, as your only 
Rule of Faith, and your ſafe Guides to Heaven. 

Now when you look into theſe, do you not 
at once obſerve a difference ? a difference both 
of ſtyle, and of thought, and of ſpirit, and of 
inſtruction, and of counſe]? Where do you find, 
in theſe divine codes, ſuch declarations as thoſe 
with which I have troubled, and perhaps tired 
you, from the Fathers and their followers ? de- 
_ clarations in the latter, how little like the noble 
ſimplicity, and majeſty, and beauty, which we 
deſcry and are pleaſed with in the former? 
No ſubtle diſtinctions, no metaphyſical niceties, 
no unavailing logomachies, or ſtrife about words, 
to be found there. All is grand, and ſolemn, 


and 


* 2 Cor. i. 24. f. 1 Cor. iii. 5. ſee, 2 Cor. iv. 5. 
. 3. 
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ſerious; all becoming the majeſty of heaven, 
and the doftrine which is according to godlineſs 
and truth. For, the ſacred writings, being to 
deliver the great meſſage of ſalvation to men, 
delivered it with a plainneſs and ſimplicity 
ſuitable to ſo noble a deſign, and far more con- 
ducive to promote it, than thoſe ſtudied turns 
of wit, and thoſe various modifications of ex- 
preſſion, which run through the writings of many 
of the Fathers, efpecially of St. Auſtin, (who, 
by the way, was held in ſuch high eſteem at 
our Reformation,) and which ſome, whom [I 
may name to you upon another occaſion, have 
repreſented as the diſtinguiſhing excellencies, 
and even the perfection, of the Albanaſian Creed. 
St. Paul, when he declared the teſtimony of God 
unto men, delivered it, as he tells us, not with 
wiſdom of words, not with any curious diſtinc- 
tions, or terms of art, ſo common then in the 
world, as (unhappily) they ſtill are, 4% the croſs 
of Chriſt ſhould be made of none effe ; but ſays 
he, in few and plain words, JI determined to 
know or to preach nothing among you, ſave Feſus 
Chriſt [or that Jeſus is the Chriſt] and Him 
crucified *, which comprehends the whole of the 
Goſpel, as I have ſhewn you from Mr. Limborch; 
and is indeed a moſt glorious, as it is a moſt 
neceſſary, and at the ſame time a very intelligible 
and affecting truth. 

Let us now attend to ſome of the declarations 
of the Goſpel, concerning the Saviour of the 
World; his divine origin, his glory, his majeſty, 
his authority, and his godlike condeſcenſion to 
men. | 
; & Tn 


* 1 Cor. ii. I, 2, 3, 
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In the beginning was the Word and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
This [Word] was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by him, and without Him 
was not any thing made that was made.“ Joh. i. 
T, 2, 3» | 
* Cod, who at ſundry times, and in divers 
manners, ſpake in time paſt unto the Fatbers, 
by the Propbete, hath, in theſe laſt days, ſpoken 
unto Us, by his Son; whom he hath appointed 
Heir of all things ; by whom alſo He made the 
Worlds. Who, being the Brightneſs of his 
Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon t, and upholding all things by the —_— 

| 0 


* The Worp, or the divine Oracle; alluding to 
the Shechinah, the Glory, the Preſence of God under the 
Old Teftament. See Daubuz and Lowman on Rev. 
xx. 13. who give the beſt and moſt ſatisfactory 
account that I remember to have met with, concerning 
this extraordinary title. 

+ Subliſtence, 75s vuToca'oewws, I will endeavour 
to give you the ſenſe of the period, from Mr. 
Limborch's paraphraſe and notes. The glory of God 
is as inviſible as it is infinite, exceeding the utmoſt 
comprehenſion of the human mind. He dwelleth in the 
light which no Man can approach to; whom no Man hath 
ſeen, nor can ſee; (1 Tim. vi. 16). But the only-begotten 
Son, who is in the boſom of the Father, extremely beloved 
by him, and intimately asquainted with his counſels, he 
hath declared him, or made him known, (Job. i. 18. 
ſee Luk. x. 27. Matth. xi. 27. Job. vi. 46.) ſet- 
ting him forth to our view, in the cleareſt manner, in all 
the deſignations of his mercy towards men. For Chriſt, 
who is the image of the inviſible Grd, hath, by the light of 
his gloricus Goſpel, ſhining out of darkneſ5, given us the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God, or, of the glorious 
God (2 Cor, iv. 4, 6, Col. i. 15.) This is the gener 

| | | lcope 
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of his power; when he had by himſelf purged 
our fins, ſat down at the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high ; being made ſo much better 
than 'the Angels,” as he hath by inheritance bers 
| i TS . taine 


ſcope of the words. Take the particulars as follows. Chr iſt 
is the-effulgence or reſplendence of his Father's glory; 
in whoſe divine doctrine, temper and conduct, the 
wiſdom, holineſs, and kindneſs of God towards the 
human race; ſhines out, or reflects itſelf, as in a mirror ; 
or as the image of the Sun, whoſe dazzling . ſplendor we 
cannot directly view with the naked eye, is exhibited 
to us in a cloud or perihelion. Again: Chriſt is the ex- 
preſs character (the impreſſion, as the word implies ; the 
repreſentation, or reſemblance) of his Father's ſubſiſtence, 
ſubſtance or eſſence; meaning, in general, of the 
divine nature and perfections. As an impreſſion made 
upon wax by a ſeal, exhibits the form or figure of that 
ſeal, or as a form impreſſed by an archetype, repre- 
ſents to us the archetype itſelf ; ſo does Chrift repreſent 
or exhibit to us God his Father; inſomuch that by con- 
templating Him, we contemplate God ; as he himſelf 
elſewhere intimates, He that hath ſeen Me, hath ſem 
the Father (Joh. xiv. 9.) Mr. Limborch takes notice 
by the way, that the proper deſign of this paſſage, is 
not to point out to us the divine nature of Chrift ; 
which, as ſuch, ſays he, is equally inconſpicuous, in- 
viſible, or incomprehenſible with that of the Father; 
zut the more immediate view of the words is, to ex- 
bit Chriſt to us, as manifeſting or ſetting forth in 
a \moſt conſpicuous light, the infinite glory and ex- 
cellence of his Father, by the revelation of his Goſpel, 
(Cor. iv. 4.) whereby all his attributes, in regard to 
the ſalvation of men, are moſt clearly and fully difplay- 
ed. Thus; in the wiſdom of Chriſt, who fully re- 
vealed to us the 4a and moſt perfect will of God, and 
had a moſt intimate knowledge of the hearts and thoughts 
of men; in his holime/s, whereby he lived without the 
leaſt ſpot of ſin; and in his love towards men, which en. 
gaged him to undergo the mutt paintul and ignominious 


death 
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tained a more excellent name than they. And 
therefore, Let all the Angels of God worſhip 
Him : (Of whom it is ſaid,) Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever; a ſceptre of righ- 
teouſneſs, is the ſceptre of thy kingdom. Thou, 


Lord, in the beginning haſt laid the foundation 
of the earth; and the heavens are the works of 
thine hands: They ſhall periſh, but Thou re- 
maineſt ; and they all ſhall wax old as doth a 
garment z and as a veſture ſhalt thou fold them 
up, and they ſhall be changed; but Thou art 
the ſame, and thy years ſhall not fail.“ He. 

10007 ED i Eg 
« Great is the myſtery of  godlineſs: God 
was manifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, 
feen of Angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into 
glory. The Son of God was manifeſted : 
The Word was made fleſh, and dwelt among us : 
Emmanuel, God with us.** 1 Tim. uw. 16.— 
el. i. 14. Mane. i. 23. 
« Chriſt Jeſus being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, 
(did not earneſily covet divine honours *, but made 
himſelf 


death; in all theſe the infinite wiſdom, holineſs and philan- 
thropy of God, ſhine forth as in a glaſs, or as the re- 
flexion of the Sun upon the waters, This important 
paſſage being ſo well illuſtrated by this great Man, 
which had been greatly obſcured by others, I thought 
it worth the while to collect into one view the ſub- 
{tance of what he hath ſaid, and here to oblige you 
with it. For I know you love the Scriptures, and are 
deſirous to underitand them. 

* Did not effect, did not aſſume, to be honoured as God. 
Dr, Waterland's defence, p. 16 and 270; agreeably to 
what Chriſt ſays of himſelf , that he ſought not his own 
245%), John. viii. 50. The words - apuog per iyaca]: in 
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himſelt of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a ſervant, and was made in the 
likeneſs of men. And being found in faſhion 
as a man, he humbled himſelf, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs. 
Wherefore God alſo hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every 
name ; that at the name of Jeſus every knee 
ſhould bow, of things F in heaven, and things 
on earth, and things under the earth; and that 
every tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.“ Phil. 
11. 5, — 11. 

5 Who is the image of the inviſible God, the 
firſt· born of every creature, (Heir and Lord of 
all things ft.) For by Him were all things 
created that are in heaven, and that are in eart 
viſible and inviſible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by Him, and for Him. And 
He is before all things, and by Him all things 
conſiſt. And He is the Head of the body, 
the Church: who is the beginning, the firſt 
born from the dead, that in all things he might 
have the pre- eminence. For it pleaſed the Father, 

N 2 that 


in Phil. ii. 6. ſeem to me to carry exactly the ſame 
ſenſe as if the Apoſtle had ſaid, oy «(nawas 
ſee x Cor. xii. 31. and xiv. i, 39. where {naiw ſignifies 
fludioſe afficto, vebementer ambio, &c. and is rendered 
in our tranſlation, to deſire, to covet earnefily, And in- 
deed learned men on both ſides of the queſtion in the 
Trinitarian controverſy, have of late years amicably 
agreed, that this is the genuine ſenſe of that uncommon 
phraſe. oY 46TH 110V „nge jo, &c. 

* See Letter to the Mayor and Corporation of Deale, 


p. 13, 14. | 
+ Beings. 4 See Fhitby's note in Hoc, 
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that in Him ſhould all fulneſs dwell,” 5 Col. i. 
15, — 1 

The myſtery ® of God, even of the Father, 
and of Chriſt : in whom are hid all the treaſures 
of wiſdom and knowledge —in him dwelleth 
all the fulneſs of the godhead bodily. --- who is 
the Head of all principality and power, (angels, 
and authorities, and powers being made ſubject - 
unto Him.”) Cal. ii. 2, 35 9, 10. 1 Pet. ni. 
22. 

„The God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, "ok 
Father of glory (or glorious Father,) according 
to the working of his mighty power hath raiſed 
Chriſt from the dead, and ſet him on his right 


band in the heavenly places, far above all prin- 


cipality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but alſo in that which is to come : and 
hath put all things under his feet, and given Him 
to be the Head over all things to the Church, 
which is his body, the fulneſs of Him that fil- 
leth all in all.” Eph. i. 17, 20, — 23. 
„The Holy One, and the Juſt; the Prince 
of Life, whom God hath raiſed from the dead. 
Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be 
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of ſins. — Whom the 
Heavens muſt receive (or retain) until the times 
of reſtitution of all things, which God hath ſpoken 
by the mouth of all his holy Prophets aner the 
world began. — For God hath appointed a day 
wherein he will judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
by that Man whom he hath ordained ; whereof 
he hath given aſſurance unto all men, in that he 


hath raiſed him from the dead. — Then cometh 
the. 


T That 15, 1. ce. diſperſation, &c. Whithy, 
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the end, when he ſhall bave delivered F up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father when he ſhall 
have put down all rule, and all authority, and 
power. And when all things ſhall be ſubdued 
unto him, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be 
ſubje& to him that put all things under him, 


that God may be in allt.”” A#s iii. 14, 15. 


v. 31. ill, 21. Xvi 31. 1 Cor. xv. 24, 28. 
6 The revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, which God 
gave unto him, to ſhewun to his ſervants; — even 
Jeſus Chriſt who is the faithful . Witneſs, and 
the firſt-begotten of the dead, and the Prince 
of the Kings of the earth. Unto him that loved 
us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts unto 
God, even his Father ; to him be glory and do- 
minion for ever and ever. Amen *. Behold, 
he cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee 


him, and they alſo which pierced him: and all 
kindreds ſhall wail becauſe of him: even fo, 


Amen. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, faith the Lord, who 1s, and who 
| | was 


+ Gr. Hall deliver, ray Tatads. 


+ That God (the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt) may 


be all in all; Dr. W'/hitly's paraphraſe. But another 
DoRor, of known orthodoxy, ſeems to give the truer 
ſenſe of the words. St. Paul tells us in this text, 
© that when the Son gives up this oeconomical king- 


dom, he comes again into ſubjection; Then ſhall the. 


© Seu himjelf be ſubjef to the Father; which plainly 

© ſhews, that conſidered as a Sen, he is naturally ſub- 

© ject to the Father, and at the end of this oeconomical 
© exaltation he ſhall return to his natural ſubjection, and 
© ſhall be fo for ever when God appears all in all, This 
© js moſt evidently the meaning of the great Apoſtle.“ 
* See chap. v. 13. 2 Pet. iii. 18. | 
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was, and who is to come, the Almighty *. I am 
the firſt and the laſt. I am he that liveth, and 
was dead : and behold, I am alive for ever- 
more, Amen, and have the keys of hell and of 
death. — I am the bright. and morning-ſtar : 

| the 


* The Almighty. Is this meant of the Father, or of 
the Son? The point has been much debated, but never, 
that I know of, decided : and I apprehend that nothing 
certain can be concluded on either ſide. For my own 
part, I think it not improbable that our Lord Jeſus is 
the perſon here intended ; and I can very well account 
to myſelf for this title's being aſcribed to him. Firſt 
I conſider the original word, Tayroxea'roy : the pro- 
per meaning of which is, bearing univerſal rule or do- 
minion 3 which may very juſtly be applied to our Lord, 
as having the ſovereignty deputed to him over all crea- 
ted beings. This was the ſenſe in which Hifpolytus (cited 
on both ſides) underſtood the title: Kaxgy li [Twas] 
FTayTH f Tora Kew ty =p agree! Nees ken, IId YT 
Au Taps dedorar maze d IHlard;, Y marTwv KeaTE. 
TlavTozea7ag mare Tarps: nate 3y Xewsds that is, 
John very properly flyles Chrift almighty. For Chr:/# 
himſelf made this declaration, All things are delivered 
to Me by the Father : Accordingly he governs all things, 
being appointed univerſal Ruler of the Father. Contr. Noetums. 
And Dr. Vaterland, having allowed that Tar7oxea re 
ſect. 6. is ſometimes uſed by the Fathers in ſuch a lower 
ſenſe, as does not come up to the ſtrength of the Hebrew 

ahb zebaot (Lord of hoſts). is free enough to make 
the following conceſſion to his adverſary ; ** I there- 
«© fore readily acknowledge to you, that ſuch paſſages 
„of the Fathers as ſtyle Chriſt Tevrozeoror, are not 
e pertinently alledged to prove Him to be the Jehovah 
* in the firit ſenſe of that name, according to thoſe 
Fathers.” Second Def. Query ii. p. 40, 41. But to 
come to the Revelation of God, my only Rule, I 
think I can ſee ſufficient reaſons there, for appling this 
title to Chriſt. For, 1. he created all things, oh. i. 3. 
Col. i. 16. Which he did as his Father's Agent, or by 


sommiſſion and power derived from Him, as you may 
| ſee 
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the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” Rev. 
j. I, 5, 6, 7, 8, 17, 18,,—XXU. 16. xix. 16 
Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, 


that thy Son alſo may glorify Thee. As thou 
| haſt 


ſee in Eph. iii. 9. Heb. i. 2. —— 2. God conferred 
upon our Lord univerſal ſovereignty and dominion, as 
was intimated before. For thus ſaith the Scripture : 
God hath appointed Him Heir of all things (ſo that he is, 
in this reſpect alſo, fully and properly Tai]» e470; ) 
Heb. i. 2. All power, faith Chrift, is given unte Me, in 
heaven and in earth, Matth. xxviii. 18, All things are 
delivered unto Me of my Father, Matth. xi. 27. (So 
Luk. x. 22.) The Father Iaveth the Son, and hath given 
all things into his hand, Toh. iii. 35, (ſee chap. Xill. 3. 
and xvii. 2.) God hath put all things under his feet, and 
given Him to be the Head over all things to the Church, 
Eph. i. 22. (ſee 1 Cor. xv. 27, Heb. ii. 8. applied 
from P/al. viii. 6.) Chrift is the Lord of all, Acts x. 36. 
Lord over all (if it be meant of Him) Rom. x. 12. and 
conſequently, God over all, chap. ix. 5. For, as was 
obſerved above, God has given Him to be Head over all 
to his Church. 3. Laſtly, though this ſeems to be 
included in the univerſal ſovereignty before-mentioned, 
The Father bath appointed his Son to be ſupreme 
Fudge at the laſt day. The Father hath committed 
all Fudgment to the Son, Joh. v. 22. He hath given 
him power over all fleſh, and made him Lord both of the 
dead and of the living, Joh. xvii, 2. Rom. xiv. 9. So 
that he will judge the world in righteouſneſs by this Man 
whom he hath ordained, —- even by Feſus of Nazareth, 
who ts ordained of God to be judge of quick and dead, Acts 
xvii. 31. — X. 38, 42. And therefore, as we ſhall all land 
before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt; ſo every one of us ſhall 
give account of himſelf to God, namely to God the 
Judge of all, by the means of Jeſus the Mediator of the 
New Covenant, Rom. xiv. Io, 12. Heb. xii. 23, 


24 


So that the matter appears now (appears to me at 
leaſt) to be exceedingly clear and eaſy. Nor can I fee 
what 


eg Os 
haſt given him power over all fleſh that he 
ſhould give eternal life to all whom thou haſt 
given him. And this is life eternal, to know 
Thee the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent. I have glorified thee on 
earth: I have finiſhed the work which thou 
gaveſt me to do. And now, O Father, do thou 
. glorify me with thine ownſelf, with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was. 
— All mine are thine, and thine are mine, and 
J am glorified in them: — Holy Father, 
keep through thine own name [or Power] thoſe 
whom thou haſt given me, that they may be 
One, as we are : — That they all may be One, 
as thou Father art in Me, and I in Thee, that 
they alſo may be one in us: that the world may 
believe that Thou haſt ſent me. I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
fect in Unity, and that the world may know 
that Thou haſt ſent me, and that thou haſt lov- 
ed them, as thou haſt loved me : — For thou 
lovedſt me before the foundation of the world.” 


John 


what can fairly be objected to this account. This I 
am ſure of, that I had no bias upon my mind, to in- 
cline me to ſeek for any thing but the truth, in the 
compariſon which I have drawn up. There is no other 
way, that I know of, to come at the true Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, but by comparing it in this manner, one part 
with another, Nor is there any other Rule that we 
can depend upon, for leading us, to the true under- 
ſtanding of this great ſubject, but the Scripture. It 
was therefore, I think, a fatal error on both ſides, in 
the late controverſy upon it, to deſcend any lower than 
the Scripture. This alone, being fairly attended to, 
would have decided the point; and the controverſy 
would have been rendered much ſhorter, as wel! as 
moi e inſtructive, 


7 ) 
Job. xvii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5» 10, 11, 21, 22, 
23 24. . | | | 
Finally, let us attend to the grand com- 
miſſion given by our Saviour to his Apoſtles, 
immediately before his aſcenſion. All Power 
is given to Me in Heaven and Earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all Nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 


and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to ob- 


ſerve all things which I have commanded you. 
Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the world, Amen.“ Matth. xxviii. 18, 19, 


20. | 3 
Theſe noble declarations I choſe to give you 


in one view and at large, that you might form - 


a full and juſt notion of our Saviour's ſuper- 


eminent excellence, and diſcern the real grounds 


of your believing in Him as a divine Perſon, 
or as God : Who, as you obſerve from theſe 
accounts, had a glorious exiſtence with -his 
Father- before the foundation of the world, and 
was then God with God: Who made the world, 
and all things therein : Who was promiſed to 
the world for many ages before his appearance 
in it: Who afterwards, in the fulneſs of time, 
came down from heaven, and took upon him 
the nature of Men, and was thereby and there- 
upon God manifeft in the fleſh, Emmanuel, 
God with us, dwelling (or tabernaclng F among 
us) full of grace and truth, and exhibiting his 


glory to his diſciples, as the glory of the only- 
begotten of the Father. Who by his doctrine, 


diſpoſition, example, and miraculous works, re- 
flected the glory of the Father (his wiſdom, 


his power, his ſanctity, _ benignity) upon our 
W 


5 


+ eonnmwrey Joh, i 14. 
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benighted world. And finally, when this great: 
Captain of our ſal vation was made perfect through 
ſufferings, becoming obedient to death, even the 
death of the croſs, to malce atonement for the 
ns of men; God, having raiſed him from the 
dead, exalted him to the higheſt dignity and 
authority at his own right hand in the heavens; 
granting him his requeſt, which he made a little 
before he ſuffered, by glorifying him with the. 
glory which he had with him before the exiſtence- 
of the world; and probably adding a ſtill greater 
which he had not requeſted. . In which glory he. 
is to continue to the world's end; when, hav- 
ing judged men and angels, according to the 
appointment of his Father, he is to reſign to 
him the mediatorial kingdom, that the Father 
(God bleſſed for ever) may from thenceforward 
be all in all, the One great Supreme, as he was 
from the beginning, without any Mediator; 
as there will then be no occaſion for ſuch a 
Mediator, or for any intervention of offices be- 
tween God and Men. : 
In collecting theſe paſſages for your ſervice, 
I have not wilfully overlooked any declarations 
that I judged. to be to the preſent purpoſe ; ſuch 
as would ſet forth to you in. a clear manner 
the ſuperlative eminence and divinity of our bleſt- 
4 Lord, either in his pre- exiſtent or ſubſequent; 
ate. | | 
Make the beſt uſe of them you can, and believe 
with me, that the Saviour of mankind is ſuper- 
eminently, is inexpreſſibly, and even inconceivably 
great and glorious, as exhibited to our view in 
the Go/pel'only, without wanting, without accept- 
ing any additional honours, any ſuper-erogatory- 
tributes, from the Fathers, from the Councils, 
from the Schoolmen; (who, by the way, knew no 
| 7 more 
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more of the matter, who could know no more 
of it, then wedo; and probably knew much 
leſs; ) or from any modern advocates of a cauſe 
built entirely upon Schoolmer, upon Councils, up- 
on Fathers; all of whom, tho* as I muſt cha- 
ritably hope, without deſigning it, have more or 
leſs done diſſervice to Chriſtianity, and been the 
means of checking its growth, and retarding its 
progreſs: Which otherwiſe might long before 
this time have prevailed more univerſally in the 
world, and brought over milkons of human 
creatures, locked up in darkneſs and vice, to 
the obedience of Chriſt, and to the participation 
of the bleſſings of his glorious Goſpel. 

You ſee now, Sir, the difference between 
the ſacred Scriptures and the Athanaſian Creed; 
the difference in ſtyle and language, as well as in 
ſentiment and in the manner of inſtruction. 
There is a meanneſs and flatneſs in the latter, 
compared with the majeſty and grandeur of the 
former. There ſeems to be alſo a certain peeviſh- 
neſs and uncharitableneſs in the one, whereas the 
other abounds with candor, good- nature and 
benevolence. Call to your mind again the 
pertiſh negations (excuſe my giving them that 
epithet) ſo frequently interwoven with the aſ- 
. ſertions in this creed. Negations and diſtinctions, 
unbecoming Divinity; unleſs Divinity is to be 
conſidered only as a cence ; an art of diſtin- 
guiſhing, diſputing, and dividing the world about 
notions. In which light, I ſuppoſe, your 
favourite Poet might conſider it, when he ſaid, 

For modes of faith, let graceleſs z:alots fight. 

And let me once more remind you of the ex- 
terminating ſententes in that creed. Compare 
them with the words of the bleſſed Jeſus ; words 
mild, -and merciful, and gracious ; and full of 
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that divine philanthropy which we would natu- 
rally expect from Him who came into the world 
to ſave ſinners. I am charmed with theſe de- 
Clarations of our dear Redeemer, directed to 
the unbelieving and unrepenting Jews. If 
I do not the Vork, of my Father (viz. 
perform not unqueſtionable miracles, by his power 
and oraer, ) believe me not. But if I do, tho? 
ye believe not Me, believe the Works. — [ 
am come a Light into the world, that whoſo- 
ever bclieveth on Me, ſhould not abide in dark- 
neſs. And if any man hear my words, and 
Believe not, + I judge him not. For I came not 
to judge the world, but ſave the world +. 
God ſo loved the world, that he gave his Only- 
begotten SON, that whoſoever be/ieveth in Him, 
ſhould not Periſb, but have Everlaſting Lyfe. 
For God ſent not his Son into the world to 
Condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be Saved. He who Believetb on 
Him, is Not condemned, This is the con- 
demnation, [not the modeſt diſſenting from certain 
modes of dofrine invented and obtruded by Men, 


without authority from God; but the juſt and 
only 


* Joh. x. 37. There is an appeal ſomewhat par- 
allel to this in chap. xiv. 11. which is thus tranſlated 
by Dr. Heylin ; Believe in Me, becauſe I am in the 
Father, and and the Father in Me: if not for that 
- reaſon, [at leaſt] believe me upon account of the 
* Works which I perform.“ Theol. lect. p. 357. | 

+ And believe nat.] The learned perſon mentioned 
in the foregoing note, renders the words, and does not 
practiſe them; aſſigning ſeveral good reaſons for his ſo 
doing, as the authority of the vulgate, of all other ancient 
verſjons, and many of the moſt authentick Greek Manu- 
ſcripts. See his not on the place, Theol, {c. p. 354. 

7 chap. xii. 46, 47. | 5 1 5 
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only condemnation is,] that Light is come into 


the world, and men loved Darkneſs rather than 
Ligbt, becauſe their Dezps were Evit * > 

You obſerve again the difference, and that 
not only in Janguage, but even in doctrine. The 
great cauſe of condemnation was obſtinate un- 


belief; rejecting the Meſſiah ; difregarding his 


miracles ; deſpiſing his inſtructions; ' indulging 
evil habits ; continuing in a wicked courſe of 
life. Theſe men had an EVIL HEART of un- 


belief, that neceſſarily produced evil Adtions. 


Tris is the condemnation, as our Lord here 
expreſsly tells us; and we neither want, not 
can have, any higher or better authority upon 
this point, than his. 

I am ſo much delighted with theſe declarations, 
that I chuſe to leave them upon your mind and 
my own, without rere, at this time to 
any farther remarks; which I ſhall diſpatch (if 
I can) in another Letter that may ſoon follow. 


* Chap. iii. 16, &c. Dr, Heylin's Note on verſe 19. 
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EET TER IV. 


SIR), 


H E RI can be no great difficulty I think, 

in regard to the point which you occaſion- 

«ly touch upon towards the cloſe of your Letter, 
if you will but recollect what it is that you 
profeſs to be your ſupreme Rule of Faith, and 
what the Church of England and all Proteſtant 
Churches do acknowledge as ſuch. Our Church 
declares, in the ſtrongeſt terms, That whatſo- 
ever is not read in Ho! 'y Scripture, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any 
man, ihat it frou'd be believed as an article of 
faith, or be thoyght requijite or " neceſſory to ſa va- 
ion. So that you may be very well ſatisficd up- 
on this hea a, and need be in no pain about it. 
Or if my difiiculty ſhould yet remain, I promiſe 
to conſidet it very particularly in another Letter, 
and therein to give you all the ſatisfaction in 
my power. At preſent I would go on with 
what I bad in view at the cloſe of my laſt, in 
anſwer to ſomething you dropt in a former 
Letter; intenGing to indulge you with a little 
reſpite, be fore I cal] up your attention again to 
this or ſome other ſubject, 
The 
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The great misfortune is, as I have all along 
obſcrved to you, that men, having been bred 
up in Items, and particular modes of doctrine, 
derived either from Fathers, or ſcholaſtic 
writers, or Churches, or leaders of a party in 
any province of theology, before they were ſut- 
ficiently acquainted with the ho'y Scriptures, find 
it difficult to remove their prejudices, and know 
not how to part with notions which have taken 
ſuch early poſſeſſion of their minds. Fhe effect 
is not to be wondered at; and the caſe of many 
1s certainly to be pitied. But this, I think, ſhould 
ſuggeſt to us the wiſdom of beginning with the 
Scriptures (as we are told Archbp. Tillolſon *® and 
ſevcral other excellent men have done, and ſtill do, 
to their great advantage. Which regular and 
natural courſe of proceeding, would inſenſibly 
lead us into juſt notions of revelation ; inſtil in- 
to us the temper of the ſacred Writings, together 
with their inſtructions; convince us of the neceſſity 
of a holy Life above all things; and (which is, 
of no ſmall importance in the preſent caſe) pre- 
pare us to read human writers afterwards with 
more judgment, and l-ſs detriment. | 
Some tew pious and good minds have happily 
diſengaged themſelves - by degrees (for it cannot 
be done all at once) from the effects of early 
prejudice. I have met with many in conver- 
lations, and ſome in writings, who have given. 
proofs of their ſucceſs this way, either by totally 
ſurmounting theſe difficulties, or in good mea- 
ſure weakening their power. One in particular, 
a writer of conliderable note, has occurred to me 
ſiace I began the courſe of theſe papers. I think 
I can be pretty ſure, from ſeveral apparent in, 
dications in his works, that he had been brought 


up in ſyſtems, But being a very pious, honeſt 


and 
* Sce his Life by Dr. Birch, p. 21. 


1 

| (104) 
and good man, thoroughly devoted to the Bibée, 
above all the books in the world, he thought ir 
his duty to examine things anew, and did examine 
them with care, and with a conſtant application, as 
he tells us, to Heaven, for direction and aſſiſtance 
to find out the truth. The effect was, that he 
ſaw ſome received poſitions to be untenable ; 
for which. reaſon he fairly gave them up, 
and therefore adviſed, or at leaſt wiſhed, that 
others would do the ſame ; or. however, 
that they would not infift upon any modes and 
peculiarities of belief, diſtinct from the great 
doctrine of the Goſpel : Which, he was well ſatis- 
fied, was the only thing neceſſary to ſalvation, 
as well as. to the honour and peace of the 

Chriſtian Church, | 
Since you have been fo lately, as you ſay, 
attacked upon this very intereſting ſubject, and may 
be ſo again, when you meet with a perſon of 
that dogmatical turn, I will endeavour to com- 
poſe your mind a little, by giving you a few 
inent obſervations out of this learned Writer ; 
which I do with the greater pleafure, and with 
leſs diffidence, not only as he was a perſon of 
great moderation, but as I am perſuaded that 
he ſought the truth in ſincerity ; and as L am 
well aſſured, that he had ſpent many years of bis 
life in diligent enquiries into the ſacred doctrines of 
the. Goſpel, by a conſtant and laborious ſearch of 
the holy Scriptures. Which ſurely, with his good 
natural abilities, were ſufficient to qualify him 
to be a very competent judge in this affair. 
In the firſt place, he wiſhes all honeft enquirers 
after iruth upon religious ſubjects, having his 
eye particularly upon is, to lay ade ail other 
zeachers, beſides the meer Writers of the holy Scrip- 
be i £45 tures: 
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theres ; and that they would not tale the ſentiments 
vr ſchemes either of elder or later writers, whe- 
ther ſchoo!men or fathers, or divines of any party, 
for a perfect te of truth and of orthodoxy, 
where the ſacred Scriptures alone would lead 
them into the greateſt truth, and the higheſt 
orthodoxy. | 

For my own part, I look upon this as a moſt: 
reaſonable and honeſt with, becoming a Divine, 
and a Chriſtian, The man, it is well known, 
had good ſenſe; and I aſſure myſelf from all 
circumftances both in his character, and in his 
writings,. that he had no guile or ſiniſter views 
in what he propoſes nothing, in view but truth, 
and the honour-of the ſacred Scriptures. The 
propoſal had been often made, but diſregarded. 
It had been made by ſeveral learned men on each 
ſide of the queſtion. I ſhall mention only two, 
and thoſe even of our owi times, and, what 
is more ſtill, of the orthodox perſuaſion. . 

The firſt is the author of the /wwo Letters in 
1722, oneto the Earl of Nottingbam, the other 
to Mr. Vbiſton. This author, being deſirous 
to avoid all perplexities and uncertainties (for 
thoſe are his words) is for waving all ſearches 
into antiquity, and for confining the debate to 
Scripture alone, Could you think now that any 
teaſonable objection could have been made to 
this? Yet Dr. Waterland, who acknowledges 
this Gentleman's orthodoxy in the fulleſt terms, 
is not pleaſed. with his propoſal, and therefore 
ſays, that he is narrowing bis own bottom, and 
unwarily ſapping the foundation on which be 
Stands ; adding, Mk regard to a particular part 
of the propoſal (viz. that the merits of tbe 
cauſe ſhould be left to be tried by undiſputed 


texts, and not by thoſe that have not been 
"20 * 


( 106.) 

perfectly ſettled to the ſatisfaction of both par- 
ties) that this, though the author, he owns, 
did not intend it, is laying. the weight of the 
diſpute upon what leaft deſerves it; is deſer(- 
ing our ſtrong holds, and engaging tbe. adver- 
fary upon unequal ground, Sc.“ Which, by 
the way, ſeems to me to be a plain acknow- 
ledgmen:, that the Scripture alone (as the Gen- 
tleman had propoſed) will not bear the weight 
of the doctrine which hath been ſuperadded to 
it by the ancients. and their-followers ; though 
Dr. Vaterland, I doubt not, wauld have ſaid, 
that it was no ſuperaddition, but- only an ex- 

plication. ——- But to let that paſs. | 
The other orthodox writer whom Lincended 
to ſpecify, is Dr. Felton, who preached- the 
Lady Meyer's Lectures in 1728, 1729. In 
thoſe Lectures, Serm. VIII. p. 423, he ſays, 
« For my own part, I do readily cloſe with 
« the demand, and am willing to put the whole 
*% controverſy upon the foot of Scripture only.” 
The conceſſion ſeems really ingenuous, and is the 
more remarkable in this Gentleman, as he was 
ſo intimate with Dr. Vaterland; whoſe advice 
he had received about the management of bis 
ſubject Þ, and of whoſe defenſes he ſpeaks with 
high approbation t ; from one of which never- 
— you have ſeen the Defender's cenſure 
the author of the 7wo Letters. 'Whe- 
1 the learned Lecturer might think the De- 
fender wrong in this particular (which might 
poſſibly. be the caſe, though he acknowledges 
* a great deference. for bis Judgment „ J 
—— . n me to determine, nor will 
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pretend even to ſurmiſe. I chooſe rather to lay 
before you, what he is pleaſed to ſay ſome 
pages after, in the ſame ſermon, leaving you 
to judge. As long as the creeds are a guard 
and defence againſt the contrary doctrines, 
we cannot depart or vary from them, with- 
cout departing from the true Scripture-doctrine 
« of the Trinity: and I ſuppoſe I may 
« lay it down as an evident and neceſſary truth, 
„ that in this controverſy we cannot depart 
from the Aibana/ian, without gaing into the 
66 Arian, or Soctnian creed“. I ſhall make 
no remarks myſelf, but ſhall be glad to have 
yours: And ſo I return to my more candid 
author; who, let me obſerve to you by the 
way, was no enemy to the creed here com- 
mended, as appears from what he: hath ſaid 
of it in the very Treatiſe which I have before 
me. 55 5 a . 1 * 
Amongſt ſome general obſervations relating 
to this ſubject, he gives us theſe two, which 
T imagine you will judge to be very reaſonable, 
and very juſt. | ef EO PARTIR 

1. That no particular explication of the 
<« Scriptural doctrine of the Trinity, can be ne- 
* cefſary to ſalvation. For which he offers this 
reaſon : 5 Becauſe, ſays he, though the doctrine 
„ itſelf of three perſonal characters which have 
c communion in one Godhead, be clearly reveal- 
„ ed; yet the modus how they are one and how 
* they are three, is not clearly and plain ow. 
% vealed. © And indeed (as he goes on) if this 
% modus be revealed at all in Scripture, yet 


e jt is in fo obſcure a manner, that we can 
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„come at it only by laborious reaſonings, and 
* a train of difficult conſequences z whercas all 
* neceſſary articles are and mult be clear and 
* plain; and if they are not contained in ex- 
0 preſs words, yet they muſt lie open and ob- 
“ vious to a natural and eaſy inference. 
„ *Tis evident, as he obſerves farther, that 
«© Scripture hath more directly and expreſsly 
laid our ſalvation upon the ſpecial divine 
% charatiers or rffices which the Father, Son 
«« and Spirit ſuſtain in the Bible, and upon the 
c peculiar bleſſings which we derive from them, 
and the peculiar honours to be paid to them, 
% rather than upon any nice explication of their 
« intimate eſſence and union, their nature and 
difference; and therefore ſuch a nice explica- 
tion is not of neceſſity to ſalvation, | 
2. That no particular explication of this 
< myſtery is neceſſary to ſalvation, becauſe the 
% moſt pious, as well as the wiſeſt and moſt 
learned Chriſtians, have had very different 
.«« ſentiments on this ſubject, and gone into 
different ſchemes of explication; and that in 
the ſeveral ages of Chriſtianity, as well as in 
-$ our preſent age. 1» 

Theſe different ſchemes of explication which 
the author mentions, . are really in the preſent 
age, and have been in all former ages, the main 
ground of difference and diſpute; whereas if 
men had acquieſced in the wards of Scripture, 
without launching out into philoſophical ſpecu- 
lations, or metapbyſical and abftrafies notions *, 

| TY | which 


Which. I ſuppoſe, drew that ſevere reflection from 
the Lord Bolingbroke's pen, viz. That it was matter of 
aſtoniſhment to him, how our learned Divines could take 
I much /illy pains to eftabliſh my/tery on metophyſicks, &c. 
Lett. v. 15. | 
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which has been a fault on both ſides, and 

I think, equally complained. of by both, one 
againſt the other; every man might have freely 
enjoyed the liberty of his own private ſenti- 
ment, within his own breaſt, according to what 
ſhould appear to him to be true, or at leaſt 
probable, without danger {as I apprehend) either 
to his own ſoul, or to the peace of the Church of 
God, I may, for ought. I know, be ſomewhar 
ſingular in my opinion about this matter; but 
J am free enough to produce it, as I cannot 
ſee any ill conſequence that can well attend it, 
when it is rightly underſtood, and fairly treated. 
Now, to touch particularly upon one point, you 
will ſee what are my ſentiments, and to what limits 
1 confine them. The Scripture-declarations, which 
[ laid before you, in my laſt Letter, give me a 
moſt exalted idea of the Son of God in every 
view. I embrace him therefore as my Saviour, 
my Lord, and my God, in the higheſt : ſenſe, 
wherein any of thofe declarations. can intend to 


repreſent him to my mind, as an object of my 


veneration, obedience and love. Is this ſuffi- 
cient? If not, what do you require farther.? 
An explicit declaration of your particular 
5: ſentiments.” In the firſt place, my friend, 
I conceive you have no right to demand this. 
In the next, your demand is precluded by the 
rule I have laid down; which turns, you ſee, 
upon a quite different ſuppoſition. But if you 


preſs me farther, either for information, or 


merely out of curioſity, or elſe with a view to 
draw me into a debate, by aſking me, what is 


the meaning (you mult intend, I ſuppole, the 


preciſe meaning) of Chriſt's being God with God, 
or any other the like ſublime expreſſions; 1 
would cut your queſtion ſhort, by ſaying in 
1 | 1 5 SY 


Ante 
two words, J know not, Nor indeed do 
think it neceſſary to inquire any farther, about 
this or any other article Fat is not farther re- 
vealed. I will freely go as far as the Scripture 
will lead me, but will ſtop where it leaves me. 
If I ſhould judge it. Proper to add any thing 
more, I would take Mr. Dil ion's ſhort method 
with unbelievers upon the ſubject of the reſur- 
rection “, applying ſome of his words, or at 
leaſt of his ſentiments, to the preſent article; 
I am not ſolicitous, either to know or to ex- 
plain any thing in particular about this ſublime 
ſubject. I am content with what God hath 
revealed. 1 concern not myſelf about modus, 
2 2 perſonality, &c. Philoſophy and meta- 
have nothing to do — 85 God hath 
kai it: God is true: 1 belfevs his word: And 
chat is ſufficient. Upon this foundation, and 
this alone, 1 defy all the objections that wir, 
or pbileſephy, or metaphiſiets, or any human 
ſcience can make, to unſettle me in my faith, 
or remove me from my hopes. And I apply 
this to the whole dectrine of the Trinity, I 
mean as ſet forth in the Scripture only, and not 
as drawn into refinements by any human writers. 
Let us now go on with our author. Speak- 
ing in another place of the eternal generation 
and confubſtantial ſor ſhip of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
he ventures to ſay, This doctrine is not clear- 
« ]y enough revealed in Scripture for us to 
« make it a fundemental article in any age, 
« and to damn all who don't receive it, I 
cannot ſee evidence enough in the Word of 
God to make the ſalvation of all mankind, 
«© the poor and the ignorant, the labouring men, 
wk, SE * fach a Ty. of knowledge * 
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6. this is) to depend on ſuch a doctrine; which 
«« the, moſt learned and pious Chriſtians in all 
„ ages have confeſſed to be attended with ſo 
<« many difficulties, which after the labour and 
and ſtudy of near fourteen hundred Years, 
4 is ſo unconceivable in itſelf, and was at fiſt 
s ſo obſcupely.. revealed? -... *» 
Again: is evident to me that the holy. 
&« Scripture lays the ſtreſs of our ſalvation upon 
a belief that Chriſt, is the Maſſiab, [you fee 
how naturally, he falls into this obſer vation 
upon an impartial reſearch ;] “ the appointed 
all, ſufficient Saviour; a truſt. in, the proper 
*< atonement. or ſacrifice of Chriſt ſor the for- 
«© ojveneſs of ſins; a deper.dence:on his. grace. 
«.and Spirit for light and. holineſs, and /a ſub- 
© miſſion to his government, much more than 
it does upon any preciſe, and exact notions 
„or hy potheſes concerning his drvine and his 
„ human nature, (and the conjunction of each) 
even though the union of the divine and the 
© human nature in him are in my judgment 
<« neceſſary to render his ſalvation compleat. 
Tou obſerve the man's modeſty as well as 
piety in delivering his ſentiments. He pro- 
*« ceeds.] Scripture teaches us tu concern our- 
% ſelves about regeneration and grace to be 
4 received from the bleſſed Spirit, more than 
„ about the nature and eſſence of that Spirit 
« which regenerates us. It makes our eternal 
4 intereſt depend upon the glorious characters, 
< offices and operations of the three Perſons of 
ce the bleſſed Trinity, &c"*, (to the ſame purpoſe. 
as in a paſſage. before-cited.;), I muſt believe, 
te that the great God will make merciful: al- 
* lowances to ſincere ſouls for their different 
ſentiments, or for their ignorance and darkneſs 


„ 


n | | in 


Pee ear tn rt Sateen, 


e 
ein ſo ſublime and myſterious an article, which 
* almoft all parties allow to contain ſome un- 
*© knowables and unconceivables in it.“ 
Laſtly, All our particular i/nfrations there- 
fore, or clearer conceptions of this ſublime 
« dodrine, which God at any time may have 
<« favoured us with, ſhould be propofed to the 
„ chriſtian world with great modeſty, with an 
% humble ſenſe of our fallible natures, with a 
gentle addreſs to the wiſe and to the un- 
«« wiſe, without impoſing upon their judgments, 
or dictating to their faith, and with a zealous 
<« care to maintain all thoſe neceſfary practi- 
* cal regards to the Holy Trinity, which are 
of ſo much greater importance. Dy 
And if it be an unreaſonable thing to 
& dictate to our fellow-chriſtiars, and urge our 
particular ſentiments on them in theſe my- 
« {terious points, how much more'culpable and 
« domineering is it to eſtabliſh any eſpe- 
« cial form of human explication of this ſacred 
doctrine as a Teſt of Orthodoxy and Cbriſtia- 
'« rity! How vain a preſumption is it with 
«* 'aÞretence of divine authority to impoſe mere 
e human explications upon the conſciences of 


nnen, and to forbid them all the ſaored bleſ- 


e ſings of eſpecial communion in the Goſpel; 
* unlefs they teſtify their aſſent to ſuch a par- 
« ticular pot beſis or ſcheme of explication, 
« which the impofers [confeſs to be human 
[Quere, whether all of them confeſs it?] 
* and yet impoſe it in their own preſcribed 
% form of words. 5 | | 
The perſons who are guilty of this un- 
« charitable practice may conſecrate their im- 
4 poſitions and their excommunications with 
* holy names, and call them pura zeal 2 
6 | . | 6 fre 


4 ige *divinily of Chriſt, but I ſuſpect it will he . ® | 
found in the great day to deſerve no better a 


cc 


Holy Trinity, as revealed to us in Scripture, 
without deſcending to particular explications ; 
though the good man himſelf, whoſe words 1 


7 - 


N p 


(113 * 


character than a miſtaten zeal for the honour 


„, Chriſt, mingled perhaps with zeal for the 


divinity of , their own notions, which they 
had incorporated with the 1 and expreſs 


revelations of the Godhea 


our Lord.“ 


& 


of Jeſus Chriſt 


I will conclude the whole with a declara- 
tion of a very ancient Doctor of the Chriſtian 
Church, which will confirm the ſentiments of 


this modern Doctor, and ſhew, that it is ſuM- 
cient to acquieſce in the general belief of the 


am going now to give you, has in ſome Parts 
of his pious and uſeful Treatiſe, deſcended to 
ſome particulars about which the Scriptuxe, to 


its honour be jt . ſpoken, ſeems to be ſilent. 
Bis Oeds arge, fe.” There is one God, the 


Father; one Lord, his only-begotten Son; one 


Holy Spirit the Comforter “. 
for us to know theſe things. 
particular nature, ſubſiſtence or perſonality 4, 
forbear enquiring. Had the Scripture explains. 
ed them, I would have given you an account 


of them. The Scripture being filent, I dare 


It is ſufficient 
But as to their 


not attempt it. In Hort, it is ſufficient for fal- 
vation, that we know (i. e. believe in and ac- 


knowledge, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
meaning, undoubtedly, as the Scripture ſets ibem 


forth to us. St Cyril's Catech. xvi. 


8 Con- 


i ' 


* Hag xn which al 


Enccurager, and 


+ Tegan, 


Aduocate. 
Dr, Heylin's note on St. John xiv. 
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coed 


Conf der well, my dear Friend, of what hath" 


Been ſaid, and the Lord give you a good undgr- 
Standing in all things ; and that you may bath 
perceive and know what things you ought to 
believe, and alſo may have grace and power to 
live according te them! . 


„  POSTCRIPT 


INC E this Examination was put to the 
preſs, a ſmall treatiſe hath been publiſhed, 
ung this title: A ferious and diſpaſſionate 


©, 


Inquiry, &c. printed for J. Shuckburgh in Fleet- | 


ſireet. The reader will find in it many Ob- 
ſervations upon the Athanaſian Creed, and upon 
Preſentments for not reading it, which have 


eſcaped notice in the preſent Eſſay, and may 
help to clear the ſubject ſtill farther; as may 
alſo the ird Volume gr Mr. 7oiin's Remarks, 


which came out about the ſame 2 


Eraſmus confirms what Epiſcopius hath ſad 


about Creeds, and ſtrengthens the whole with 
a very pertinent remark, which will deſtroy the 
validity of ſome modern defences: Tot jan 
erant ſy mbola, quot Bomines; nibilo melius bonæ 
fidei /gnum, quam cum in contractibus res multis 
ac verboſis ſyngraphis agitur ; quæ cum ad ex- 
cludendas captiones adbibeantur, quo circum- 


ſpectius ſcripte ſunt, hoc plus captionum ſolent 


fere gignere, &c. Annot. in Matth, xi. 
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